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A FREE COMMUNITY NEWSLET TER    

Meet Your Neighbors - Mimbres Valley Volunteers 
by Marilyn Markel and Anna Willhite 
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OCTOBER 2015 

This is a special time of year for resi-
dents of the Mimbres Valley ς a time 
when many volunteers plan, organize 
and make the Mimbres Valley Harvest 
Festival happen, bringing together Val-
ley growers, artisans, members of 
non-profit organizations and other 
Valley residents that want to show-
case all the things that make the Mim-
bres such a great place to live.   

The Harvest Festival is perhaps the 
most visible example of volunteers at 
work.  Many of these same people 
work all year long, as members of Val-
ley organizations that strive to make 
all our lives happier, healthier, safer 
and more fulfilling.  There are so many 
volunteers who contribute their time 
and energy to make our world a better 
place.  We are lucky to have such giv-
ing people here in the Valley. 

Many organizations fill a needed 
niche, provide an important service, or 
bring together people of like interests.  

Here are some examples: 

Mimbres Valley Health Action 
League  (MVHAL) 

¶ Mimbres Harvest Festival Com-
mittee:  Eleven people comprise 
the Committee, which coordi-
nates a vast number of volun-
teers to accomplish everything 
involved in producing the Festi-

val, and the amount of time and 
effort involved is prodigious. 

¶ Monthly Commodities Distribu-
tion:  From 15 to 20 volunteers 
work at the Roundup Lodge each 
month to facilitate distribution of 
commodities to Valley residents. 

¶ The Mimbres Messenger:  Six 
άǎǘŀŦŦέ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ Ƴŀƴȅ 
writers and other contributors, 
create, publish and deliver the 
Messenger each month. 

 
Continued on Page  6 

¶ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘ:  All volun-
teers, including vendors who 
bring locally-grown fruits and 
vegetables to the Valley during 
growing season. 

¶ Community Garden and 
Greenhouse:  Many periodic 
volunteers who fluctuate with 
seasons and growing needs 
assist the San Lorenzo Elemen-

tary School staff in maintaining 
the garden to provide educa-
tional and practical growing 
experiences for the students. 

Mimbres Booster Club:  With over 
20 full-time members, the Boosters 
maintain and operate the Roundup 
[ƻŘƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
center which facilitates the 17 
regular monthly meetings and peri-
odic rentals for private parties and 
free use of the building for funeral 

Top Row:  Harvest Festival Committee whose members also volunteer for one or more of the organizations mentioned in the article. 
Bottom Row:  A few more familiar Valley volunteers that represent one or more of the mentioned organizations. The volunteers are 
not named, because there are many other Valley volunteers whose photos could not be obtained.  These are a representation of the 

many dedicated volunteers in our midst.. 
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A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
By: Anna Willhite 

started hot and dry and then came the 
(welcome) rains.  The Valley was green 
and lush and even more beautiful than in 
spring.  The down side of all that was a 
difficult growing season for Valley garden-
ers.  The rains brought forth weeds in 
abundance.  (My own crop easily topped 
100 thousand!)  In another fluke of nature, 
grasshoppers were also abundant.  (My 
personal infestation I would estimate at 
100 million!)  I grow a minimal container 
garden, behind a wall in deference to hun-
ƎǊȅ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦ  aȅ άŎǊƻǇέ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎƳŀƭΣ ŜǾŜƴ 
the basil was puny. 

 Serious growers who bring their crops to 
ǘƘŜ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƭŀƎǳŜŘ ōȅ 
these difficult growing conditions.  Yet, 
somehow, many of them brought their 
wonderful fresh vegetables to the Farm-
ŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘ ǿŜŜƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿŜŜƪΦ  όL ŎƻƴŎŜŘŜ 
that they are clearly better gardeners than 
I am.) 

My hat is off to those intrepid growers 
who kept us in delicious fresh produce this 
season, in spite of the less than optimal 
cooperation of Mother Nature.  The ex-
ǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ 
Market is another wonderful thing about 
the Mimbres.  All of us who enjoy shop-
ping there thank you ς especially this year. 

Hope to see everyone at the Harvest Festi-
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VOLUNTEER STAFF 

¶ Anna Willhite, Editor 

¶ Marilyn Markel, Contributing 
Writer  

¶ Jan Tripp,  Printing 

¶ Grace Williams, Distribution 

¶ Mary Willhite, Co - editor, 

Production & Advertising 

¶ Ajalaa Claussen,  Teen Intern 

Inside this issue:  

The big news in the Valley this month is 
the 10th Annual Mimbres Valley Harvest 
Festival.  In the nine previous years, the 
Harvest Festival has grown and evolved 
into a celebration that has become an in-
stitution, much like state fairs, attended 
by locals and visitors from surprisingly dis-
tant places.  Unlike state and regional 
fairs, the Harvest Festival has a particu-
larly Mimbres Valley flair.  Local growers 
present their products, local artists offer 
their wares and Valley residents design 
ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛπ
ties and games.  It is truly a Mimbres 
event. 

It is significant that since the beginning, 
the Harvest Festival has been conceived, 
planned, managed and produced entirely 
by volunteers.  That fact, and the magnifi-
cent success of the Festival, inspired this 
ƛǎǎǳŜΩǎ aŜŜǘ ¸ƻǳǊ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ς Mimbres 
Valley Volunteers.  We hope that our 
readers will come out and enjoy the Har-
vest Festival and see what a bunch of vol-
unteers can accomplish and be inspired to 
become a Mimbres Valley volunteer.  Op-
portunities to volunteer are virtually end-
less. 

October brings an effective end to sum-
mer most every year.  This summer 

A horseshoe tournament 
will be held during the Har-
vest Festival.  Registration for 
the tournament will be from 
10 am to 11 am.  The tourna-

ment will start at noon. There is no 
charge to enter, and  everyone is wel-
come.  Bring your friends and have fun. 

²ƘŀǘΚ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻǊ 
ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΚ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

stop you.  There will be someone there to 
provide instructions and tell you the rules.  

9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊƴŀπ
ment, there will be non-tournament 
horseshoe and washer pits available for 
the novice and people who just want to 
play and have fun.   Equipment provided. 

Bring your lawn chair if you just want to sit 
and watch.  This should be a great addi-
tion to the Festival. 

b9² 9±9b¢ !¢ ¢IL{ ¸9!wΩ{ I!w±9{¢ C9{¢L±![ 
HORSESHOE TOURNAMENT 
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10TH  ANNUAL MIMBRES VALLEY HARVEST FESTIVAL  
Presented by the Mimbres Valley Health Action League  

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS  

There are tasks big and small that must be done to make the festival fun, profitable, and a well -run,  

and successful community -building event. We need your skills and experience. This is your  

opportunity to help, meet and work with your neighbors.  

PICK YOUR AREA AND LET US KNOW HOW YOU CAN HELP!  

____ Set up on Friday evening, October 9  

____ Place signs on Friday afternoon, October 9  

____ Help Vendors set up on Friday night, October 9  

�B�B�B�B���+�H�O�S���Z�L�W�K���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���$�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� 

____ Help at the Information Booth  

____ Give Breaks to Vendors on Saturday, October 10  

____ Deliver large purchases to vehicles, Saturday, October 10  

____ Help with clean up & breakdown on Sunday morning,   October 11  

____ Other  

For information and to help call Grace Williams at 536 -3687 or email at grace@mvhal.org 

Saturday, October 10, 2015  

San Lorenzo Elementary School  


