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Walks in the Black Range 
In the southwest of the United States a trail is a way of 
getting from one point to another, it is not necessarily a 
path, a road, a track… it is a way.  It may be a formal trail, it 
may be a ridgeline, it may be a wash, it may be an old road, 
it may be a line of sight.  Some version of all of these trail 
types are found in this edition. 

This is a project of the Black Range Website, 
www.blackrange.org.  The website, its magazine, The Black 
Range Naturalist, Flora+ of the Black Range, and other 
publications are intended to be community efforts.  If you 
would like to provide a trail write-up for a future edition 
please do so - contact Bob Barnes at 
rabarnes@blackrange.org. 

This is electronic media, it is not available in hard copy, you 
can not buy it.  It is free.  If you have a copy, please forward 
it to anyone who might like to have it.  The Black Range 
website does not accept advertisements nor does it accept 
monetary donations.  It is “not-for-revenue”.  It is about 
sharing knowledge.  This publication is available as a .pdf 
on the Black Range Website or in magazine format at our 
bookcase. 

This publication is offered to you under a Creative 
Commons non-commercial license, you are free to use it for 
whatever non-commercial use you wish (except that the 
copyrights of trail descriptions submitted by anyone other 
than Bob Barnes are retained by the submitter).  Copyright 
will be aggressively enforced and penalties exercised in the 
case of any unauthorized commercial use. 

All descriptions of trails are accurate as of the time they are 
written.  But the Black Range is a rugged place and changes 
to the trails can happen quickly.  Therefore, when you walk 
one of these trails it may not be like the one described here. 

As noted above, the Black Range is a rugged place, it is a 
place where you can get hurt and it can be a long time (most 
trail distances are not long in the Black Range - but it can 
take a while to get from “A” to “B”) before you get help, so 
be careful.  The Black Range has its share of potentially 
dangerous critters, other than an occasional snake bite, I 
have never heard of that potentiality being realized - be 
warned, but most of all be happy. 

Recognition should be given to the Southern New Mexico 
Explorer blog of Devon Fletcher, which is not affiliated with 
the Black Range Website or its projects.  His blog is the best 
source of information on the trails of Southern New Mexico.  
He has kindly provided several trail descriptions for use in 
this volume. 

Unattributed work is by Bob Barnes. 

 
The Trails 

1. Lower Gallinas Canyon 
 
This trail starts at NM-152 and heads south down a 
canyon with a nice spring to Gallinas Creek.  From 
there it heads downstream.  The parking area for this 
walk is the same which may be used for the Rabb Park 
hikes and Noonday Canyon hike found in Volume 3. 

2. Bull Trap Canyon, Lower Silver Creek Falls  
 
This trail starts at the old Lower Gallinas Campground, 
heads downstream and then east and south across a 
ridge and into Bull Trap Canyon.  Sections may be 
difficult.  

3. Sawyers Peak Trail 

This is one of the standards of the Black Range.  It 
starts at Emory Pass and follows the Black Range 
Crest Trail south to Sawyers Peak.  This trail changes 
with the most recent fire, flood, and/or snow storm 
but remains basically the same. 

4. South Percha - Drummond Canyon 

This trail starts at a pullout on the south side of NM 
152 and follows an old mining road down to South 
Percha Creek.  From that point it is possible to hike up 
Drummond Canyon which is immediately across the 
stream; turn right and head west upstream to a nice 
spring in a little park; or head east, downstream on 
the South Percha. 

5. Southwest Canyon 

Access to this hiking area is from a large pull-out on 
the south side of NM 152 about a mile west of 
Kingston.  From the pull-out a road leads down into 
the canyon which can be explored upstream and 
downstream. 

6. Bloodgood Spring and Homesite 

This short walk starts at or near the Kingston 
Cemetery.  Cross NM 152 and head down the 
drainage following an old road bed (although a nice 
trail, a road it is not).  Bloodgood Spring is not far 
down the drainage.  There are several 
“artesian” (meaning the water bubbles up from the 
rock - not just out of a seep) low-flow springs at this 
site.  Farther down the road is the old homesite.  Other 
walk options abound at that point. 

7. Forest Trail #134 

Forest Trails 134 and 135 are accessed (at the east end 
of the trail) from Tierra Blanca Road.  There is a road 
video which shows the road from NM 27 to the 
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trailheads.  This trail heads west from the trailhead up 
a mostly level stream bottom until it gets serious and 
climbs to the crest of the Black Range. 

8. Forest Trail #135 

This trail heads west from the trailhead up a mostly 
level stream bottom until it gets serious and climbs to 
the crest of the Black Range.   Very beautiful. 

9. Grandview Trail 

We have approached this trail from the crest of the 
Black Range and from the west.  We have not walked 
it all the way through.  Although the upper part of the 

trail is in reasonable shape (after you find it) - 
remember it is two miles from Emory Pass to this 
trailhead - the lower section is a mess. 

9A.  Lower and Middle FT-146 and FR-523  
        (Grandview Trail and Silver Creek Road)  

This trail description covers the middle portion of the 
Grandview Trail (not covered in “9” and the 
continuation of FR 523 on the north side of Silver 
Creek. 
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10. Ciénega Trail - City of Rocks State Park 

The trailhead for this walk is just north of NM 61 on 
the City of Rocks State Park road.  This is rare habitat 
for the Black Range. 

11. Cooke’s Townsite 

From the townsite west (and up) to the saddle north of 
Cooke’s Peak. 

12. Cooke’s Peak 

Cooke’s Peak is the land mark of the southern Black 
Range.  This walk is an easy way to study  the history 
of Cooke’s Townsite and the adjacent mining ruins. 

13. Massacre Peak/Cooke’s Spring Pass 

This route follows the old Butterfield Stage Coach 
Route (known by many earlier names) from Cooke’s 
Spring at Fort Cummings to Frying Pan Canyon. 

14. Frying Pan Spring 

The walk from the Starvation Creek Detention Dam 
No. 4 site to Frying Pan Spring is about 4 miles 
roundtrip.  It starts along the track which was the 
Butterfield stage route and then turns north (at the 
approximate location of Cooke’s camp) up Frying Pan 
Canyon. 

15. Sadler Mine 
 
Mine site at the south end of Pony Hills, to the west of 
Green Leaf Mine. 

16. China Draw 
 
To the west of Pony Hills near an RV camping site.  This 
is a short walk to a petroglyph site located on State 
Trust Land. 

17. McGee Canyon 
 
This petroglyph site is northwest of the Pony Hills site.  
The “trailhead” is roughly in the vicinity of that used 
for the Pony Hills petroglyph site.  From there hike 
east across Starvation Draw to a retention dam.  

 
Generally speaking, the trails in this volume are grouped 
along the NM 152 corridor in the north and the area 
dominated by Cooke’s Peak in the south.  The significant 
area in between the two is not covered in this edition.   

1. Lower Gallinas Canyon 
 
The trail starts at a turnout on the south side of Highway 
152 about 1.5 miles west of the Lower Gallinas 
Campground.  Across NM 152 (on the north side) is the road 
which leads down to the Noonday Canyon and Rabb Park 
walks described in Volume 3.  The walk described here has 
two distinct sections.  From the trailhead the walk heads 
south and downhill, passing a spring before reaching the 
stream.  The second half of the walk is along the stream. 

1.   Starting down the trail you will quickly encounter many 
individuals of Gambel Oak, Quercus gambelii.  This species 
will present as a shrub or a rather significant tree, usually 
less than 30’ tall, but sometimes twice that, depending on 
the soil conditions at the site.  On this walk there are several 
“big” mature trees, like that pictured above.  Gambel Oak is 
the only native oak in the west which has deeply-lobed 
leaves. 

2.  Well maintained Chipmunk Spring is about half-way 
down the first section of trail.  The photo at the top right, on 
the next page, shows the small canyon below the spring, 
with water from the spring flowing freely.  The water does 
not make it all the way to the stream below.



The spring, pictured below and at the top left of the  next 
map, has a protected water outlet and piping to the 
cattle trough.  It has enough flow that there is a bit of 
overflow, making a short green oasis flowing down the 
hill. 

3. Cylindropuntia spinosior, Cane Cholla, was beginning 
its yearly growth on May 11, 2020 - the day we plotted 
this trail.  (See photo at bottom left on the next page.)  
How it develops its branched form is clearly visible at 
this time of year.



4.  The other common oak on the walk down the hill is 
Quercus grisea, Gray Oak, shown in the top photograph on 
the right. 

5.  In the canyon bottom there were several vines growing 
along the stream.  Second from the top on the right is the 
Canyon Grape, Vitis arizonica, which is very common in this 
type of habitat in the Black Range. 

6.  Less common, but not rare, is Parthenocissus vitacea, 
Virginia Creeper, third from the top on the right. 

7.  And, lastly - 
for the vines - 
Toxicodendron 
rydbergii, 
Poison Ivy 
(right).



8.  Ptelea trifoliata, Hoptree, grows along 
the trail by the stream (photos directly 
above and to the right).  The white dots 
which are visible on the leaf, in the detail to 
the right, are called “pellucid dots”.  They 
contain aromatic oils.  Although Hoptree 
(a.k.a. Stinking Ash and Wafer Ash) can grow 
to 16’, most of the plants we saw were small 
shrubs.  Its fruit is about the size of a 
thumbnail, flat (with the seed in the center),  
and “papery”, at times they have been used 
as a substitute for hops.

9.  The stream bottom is 
quite wide at times, 
making for easy walking if 
you lose the trail. 

10.  Alligator Juniper, 
Juniperus deppenana, can 
contort into beautiful 
forms as it ages (photo- 
graph on following page).  
It can be especially 
tenacious, holding on to 
life when most of their 
bark has been ripped 
away by lightening, fire, 
or flood. 





2.  Bull Trap Canyon, Lower Silver 
Creek Falls 
Contributed by Devon Fletcher 
 
Lower Gallinas Campground (now closed) is about 6.5 miles 
west of Emory Pass on NM 152.  There is parking at several 
pullouts on both sides of the road. 

To get to the falls it is a tough 3 mile (one way) hike that 
includes climbing up and over a 500 foot ridge and scrambles 
in both lower Bull Trap and Silver Creek.  If you go when 
there’s good water, it will be worth it. 

My hike started from the closed Lower Gallinas Campground 
on a perfect October day.  I walked down the old road, now 
almost completely concealed by tall grass past camp sites 
unused now for  years.  About 4/10 of a mile from the now 
locked gate, I found the trail that goes up a side canyon on the 
south, I started up through pines and lichen covered boulders.  
All was going well.  This was definitely a human created trail, 
and was in pretty good shape for not being maintained or 
used much (by humans) in many years.  Unfortunately, at a 
crucial juncture, there was a washout with abundant debris 
that concealed the trail which headed off to the left.  

Lower Gallinas 
Campground

Silver Creek 
Canyon



I stayed straight, and now made my way very, very steeply up 
a gully and then began weaving my way through trees up to 
the top of the ridge.  It was so steep that I was resting about 
every tenth step to catch my breath.  When I got to the crest of 
the ridge, I was not surprised in the least to see that I was 
much higher up than I had planned to be.  In fact it was the 
exact mistake I was trying to avoid when I was researching on 
my maps and Google Earth. 

Well, I got over the drift fence up there and started taking 
myself down towards Bull Trap.  I found a pretty good trail on 
the other side for part of the way and then continued in the 
creek bed southwest until I was in the main canyon. 

Bull Trap was big and wide with tall ponderosas and no sign 
of fire damage whatsoever.  Water trickled from puddle to 
puddle.  I had to climb around a well-constructed rock dam, 
and sunk into a bit of quicksand when I got back down to the 
stream.  Luckily I had already planted my lead foot on solid 
ground so I was able to pull out quickly before sinking in too 
far in the deceptive mix of gravel, sand and water. 

Further down, past the cliffs on the south side, Bull Trap gets 
very narrow.  There are small waterfalls, boulders and 
stretches of bedrock.  One of the falls which pulses through a 
chute in the bedrock about as big around as baseball bat, I 
decided to name Peashooter Falls. 

Silver Creek Canyon

Lower Gallinas 
Campground



A few ash trees, five leaf ivy vines and walnut trees provided a 
bit of fall color.  Willows and locusts crowded the stream.  Just 
as things were opening up a bit I realized I was coming to the 
confluence with the Silver Creek.  

Silver had a lot more water than Bull Trap, and I thought if Bull 
Trap had some small falls, maybe Silver Creek would have 

some bigger ones.  I began marching upstream, with the 
anticipation providing the extra energy my legs needed. 

Soon I was in a bare rock little box confronting the steepest of 
several water slides.  I put down my gear and went 
scrambling up, encountering more slides punctuated by small 
falls.  At the very back of the box a waterfall of at least 40 feet 

in three tiers was gushing from the 
gray rock.  A wonderful, exciting 
discovery that certainly was one of 
the highlights of 20 plus years of 
exploring the Black Range. 

These are just a couple more of 
those magical spots in the Black 
Range that, though not far from 
NM 152 as the crow flies, are 
magnificently remote, unknown 
and unspoiled. 

On the return I flushed out the 
same spotted owl from his perch 
that I had disturbed on my way in.  
I saw what I'm pretty sure was 
badger down by the rock dam as 
he headed back up hill after 
getting a drink.  Earlier on in the 
hike I had seen tracks with claw 
impressions in the sand at this 
same spot, and  assumed they 
belonged to a small bear.  Now it 
made more sense that they 
belonged to this seldom seen 
forest carnivore. 

I found the trail leading up to the 
saddle easily where there was an 
actual gate in the fence.  I then 
followed the real trail all the way 
back down, placing a cairn in the 
spot where I had gone astray on 
the way up. 

I ate my snacks at an old picnic 
table under one of the many giant 
alligator junipers found in the 
abandoned campground, and then 
I was on my way with my spirit 
changed for the better, as almost 
always, by spending a day in the 
Gila. 

A general depiction of this route 
on a contour overlay is shown on 
the previous page and the exact 
route discussed here is shown on 
the satellite view at the left. 



3.  Sawyers Peak Trail  
 
Locally, the section of the Black Range Crest Trail which runs 
south from Emory Pass to Sawyer’s Peak is known as the 
Sawyers Peak Trail.  The Trail is 3.9 miles long and has a net 

elevation gain of 1,638 feet.  It is generally considered a 
moderate walk.  Note, however, that since the Silver Fire the 
exposure to the sun along this route is much more intense 
than it was in the past.   

Trail condition as of June 2019:  There are sections of 
blowdown along the trail, but the trail, see above, is generally 
easy to follow.  The section of trail from Emory Pass to the 
Grandview Trail Junction was in very good condition.  Above 
the junction there was a significant amount of blowdown for 
about a quarter of a mile.  Further along, the blowdown 
decreased, and for the last mile or so the trail was in good 
condition.  There is no longer a “trail” from the Crest Trail to 
the summit of Sawyers Peak.  Route finding is easy, however.  
Once you get to the saddle at the base of the peak turn west 
and go up. 

The natural history along this trail is typical of the Crest Trail 
generally.  There are ladybugs found at the summit of Sawyers 
Peak in the summer. 

The caption numbers for the following photographs are keyed 
to the route map at the end of this trail entry.  We start at the 
peak and head north to Emory Pass in this description - it is 
easier that way since it is downhill.  The first link (in red) in 
each caption links to our photo gallery of the species at the 
Black Range Website, www.blackrange.org. 

1. Convergent Lady Bettle, Hippodamia convergens.  The “red 
stain” at the base of the tree (above) is a mass of ladybugs.  (See 
next page and below.)  The trees at the summit of Sawyers Peak 
are covered like this and it is not advisable to try to eat a picnic 
lunch at the summit - because the lady bugs are everywhere.  This 
species generally has twelve spots, six on each elytron (the hard 
wing case which forms the “back” of the beetle).  The prothorax 
(area behind the head) has distinctive white lines which converge 
near the elytrons.
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The Convergent Lady Beetles have been gathering at this site 
for at least ten years (based on personal observations) and 
probably much longer.  Such congregations are not unique to 
Sawyers Peak.  In 1930, J. R. Douglass reported on such a 
mass on Mosca Peak (9,462 feet - SE of Albuquerque) stating 
that “…have been observed for a number of years to 
hibernate on the summit of Mosca Peak, New Mexico”.  The 
University of Florida paper linked to here is an excellent 
natural history of the species. 

 
Numbers 1 through 6 and 8 were all found at the summit of 
Sawyers Peak on June 30, 2019. 

2. Black Swallowtail, Papilio polyxenes (probably P. p. asterius).  
There were several butterfly and moth species at the summit of 
Sawyers Peak.  (See following.)

5.  Forage Looper, Caenurgina erechtea.  This moth is common in 
the U.S. and southern Canada.  For you allergy people, it eats 
ragweed.

3. West Coast Lady, Vanessa annabella.  This species is found 
primarily in California, but its historical range extended 
throughout the western U.S., the very southern part of western 
Canada, and Mexico as far south as the Federal District. 

4.  Funereal Duskywing, Erynnis funeralis.  This species is found 
throughout the southern half of the U.S. and southward into 
Mexico.

6.  Blue Fungus Beetle, Gibbifer californicus.  We have seen these 
beetles in a number of places in the Black Range, especially after 
the Silver Fire.  They eat the fungus which grows on the dead 
trees.

7.  Olive Warbler, Peucedramus taeniatus, just below Sawyers 
Peak on June 13, 2010.  In North America, this species is found in 
the sky islands of southern New Mexico and Arizona and in the 
Sierras of Mexico.  It is found as far south as Nicaragua.
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Flowers vary with the season and the amount of precipitation.  
And, as we are learning, the opening of the canopy by the 
Silver Fire has created a patchy network of plant communities 
which seem to be associated with the amount of sunlight/
shade they receive.  Unfortunately, I do not know of a flora 
survey prior to the fire with which I could compare the current 
community. 

8.  Villa sp.? (probably Villa lateralis).  Villa lateralis is widely 
distributed in the United States and is found as far south as Panama.  
It has at least one scientific synonym, Anthrax lateralis.

The U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey Marker from Sawyers Peak, 
dated 1936.

10.  Primula rusbyi, Rusby’s Primrose.  We found this primrose 
along the Black Range Crest Trail not far north of the saddle below 
Sawyers Peak.  The only other time I have seen this species was at a 
similar elevation below Hillsboro Peak.

9.  Lithospermum multiflorum, Wayside Gromwell.  Like the 
primrose shown below, the Wayside Gromwell is found at higher 
elevations in the Black Range, this one on the summit slope to 
Sawyers Peak.  And, true to nature, I found that the only decent 
photograph I have shows a partially eaten flower.
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Farther down the trail we encountered a community of 
composites at the saddle.  This was the area where we 
traditionally see Iris. 

11.  Campanula rotundifolia, Harebell.  In this, the higher elevation 
portion of the trail, we also found several clumps of Harbell, also 
known as Bluebells of Scotland.  This species generally prefers 
more water than is always present along these slopes.

14.  Western Bluebird, Sialia mexicana.  On the way down the 
mountain we flushed two juvenile Western Bluebirds from a 
tangle of down trees.  The juvenile of the Western Bluebird can be 
told from that of the Mountain Bluebird by the spots on the back 
of the Western.  See the first link for larger images.

12.  Potenilla anserina, Silverweed.  This species is best identified 
by its leaves (see below).  

13.  Iris missouriensis, Rocky Mountain Iris.  The first 
time we walked up this trail we were struck by the fact 
that there were blooming Iris high on the mountain - 
followed by the ladybugs.  Later in the year they go to 
seed and the insects feast.
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https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/potentilla_anserina.html
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/campanula-rotundifolia-2.html
https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/campanula_rotundifolia.html
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/iris-missouriensis.html
https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/iris_missouriensis.html
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/birds/bluebird-western-2.html
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Western_Bluebird/id
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/iris-missouriensis.html
https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/iris_missouriensis.html
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/campanula-rotundifolia-2.html
https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/campanula_rotundifolia.html


 
 
The resources available to us grow by the day, and 
increasingly many of those resources are open access.  That is 
the spirit of this publication, no paywalls around here.  And, at 
least for now that is the spirit of many governmental 
resources, such as  The Feather Atlas maintained by the U. S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service, Forensics Laboratory. 

15.  Townsendia formosa, Smooth Townsend Daisy.  This species is 
found at middle elevations and has purple streaking under the rays 
of the flower.

16.  Echinocereus triglochidiatus/Echinocereus coccineus.  Cactus 
plants are hard (for me) to identify.  This plant was found in the 
saddle above the junction with the Grandview Trail.  In addition to 
everything else, cactus plants of the same species can be highly 
variable.  To separate the two species referenced here you have to 
look at the chromosomes to be sure - E. triglochidiatus is diploid, E. 
coccineus is tetraploid. 

17.  Wild Turkey, Meleagris gallopavo, primary wing feather.  
Although we saw several of these feathers along the trail, this 
particular one was just below the junction with the Grandview 
Trail.

18. Polemonium foliosissimum, Jabob’s Ladder.  This species was 
just coming on in mid June; the week before we saw our first 
specimen in the Silver Creek Drainage at lower elevation.

19. Tragopogon dubius, Yellow Salsify.

https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/tragopogon-dubius.html
https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/tragopogon_dubius.html
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/echinocereus-triglochidiatu.html
http://www.efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=242415254
http://www.efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=242415252
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/birds/turkey-wild-set-1.html
https://www.fws.gov/lab/featheratlas/feather.php?Bird=WITU_primary_fmle
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/polemonium-foliosissimum.html
https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/polemonium_foliosissimum.html
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/townsendia-formosa.html
https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/townsendia_formosa.html
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/tragopogon-dubius.html
https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/tragopogon_dubius.html
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/echinocereus-triglochidiatu.html
http://www.efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=242415254
http://www.efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=242415252
https://www.fws.gov/lab/featheratlas/
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/birds/turkey-wild-set-1.html
https://www.fws.gov/lab/featheratlas/feather.php?Bird=WITU_primary_fmle
https://www.fws.gov/lab/featheratlas/
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/townsendia-formosa.html
https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/townsendia_formosa.html
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/polemonium-foliosissimum.html
https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/polemonium_foliosissimum.html


As we crossed the ridge to the west side of the range we 
found Jacob’s Ladder, Yellow Salsify, and Scarlet Penstemon 
growing closely together. 

The lower slope of the trail held its own special treasures, 
including Mountain Spray growing beside the trail.  This is a 
species which I have not often seen (or at least not observed). 

And, as odd as this may seem, the third wonder of the trail’s 
flora came in the form of a multicolored Wallflower.  Flowers 
at higher elevations are often darker in color, but this 
particular plant was a wonder of hues. 

 
This listing is not complete by any means.  There were several 
other blooming plants which we observed and photographed 
along the way, including: Fendler Meadowrue, Thalictrum 
fendleri; New Mexico Locust, Robinia neomexicana; Purple 
Loco, Oxytropis lambertii; and Mountain Parsley, Cymopterus 
lemmonii.  The bird life was dominated by a few species.  
Hairy Woodpecker, Dark-eyed Junco, Western Bluebird, 
Turkey Vulture, Common (Northern) Raven, and Brown 
Creeper were common at various spots along the trail. 

And the trail, 
for the most 
part, was in 
excellent 
condition.  We 
have hiked this 
trail in all 
seasons and it 
never ceases to 
inspire - and in 
my case - when 
I am in a 
particularly 
poor state of 
physical 
condition,  it 
never ceases to 
cause me to 
perspire.

20. Penstemon barbatus torreyi, Scarlet Penstemon.

21. Holodiscus dumosus, Mountain Spray.

22. Erysimum capitatum, Wallflower.

https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/erysimum-capitatum.html
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/erysimum-capitatum.html
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/holodiscus-dumosus.html
https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/holodiscus_dumosus.html
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/penstemon-barbatus.html
https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/penstemon_barbatus_torreyi.html
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/holodiscus-dumosus.html
https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/holodiscus_dumosus.html
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/penstemon-barbatus.html
https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/penstemon_barbatus_torreyi.html




Sawyers Peak Trail/Sawyer Peak Trail/Sawyer’s 
Peak Trail - Take Your Pick - A Summary of How 
A Trail Changes in the Black Range 

Over the years the Black Range Website has reported on this 
trail, the following is a summary of some of those reports - a 
comparison of these reports with the report you have just 
read, above, will give you an idea of how a trail can change 
over time. 

AUGUST 28, 2014 REPORT 

During the summer of 2013 the Silver Fire burned a 
significant portion of the Black Range.  Following the fire, the 
U.S.D.A. Forest Service seeded many parts of the range with 
annual grasses to prevent erosion.  In many cases the grasses 
obscured the trail and footing proved treacherous for the 
unobservant.  The fire and subsequent erosion means that 
portions of many of the trails in the Black Range are uneven, 
have washouts, are through burnt snag areas, etc.  As always 
proceed with caution.  The range of potentially harmful 
critters can be found along the trail, including Black Bear, 
Mountain Lion, Bobcat, and various Rattlesnake species.  On 
most hikes you will not see anyone else on the trail.  Lodging 
is available in Hillsboro and Kingston, dining is available in 
Hillsboro at certain times/days. 

 

Some people will talk about vistas, and Sawyers Peak Trail 
provides some great ones, but for me the high point of a hike 
to Sawyers Peak - in the summer - are the swarms of 
Hippodamia convergens (Convergent Lady Beetle) which can 
(or could - I have not been there since the Silver Fire) be found 
at the summit.  The photograph, above, was taken on June 10, 
2010.  This year, in early August, a friend encountered a flock 
of Wild Turkey and a Black Bear with cub along the trail. 

Following the fire a number of flowers, I had not seen along 
the trail before, started to appear, like the Crag Lily 
(Echeandia flavescens) pictured at the top of the next column.  
In August (2014) Alpine Woodsorrel, Oxalis alpina, was 
especially prevalent (second photo next column), along with 
Scarlet Penstemon and many other species. 

The following maps depict a short walk along the trail (just 
short of 1/2 of its length).  On this walk a portion of the route 
was on a game trail along a ridge - in search of good 
photographs of Hairy Woodpecker.  Numerous other bird 
species were sighted on this occasion, including Pygmy



Nuthatch, Mountain Chickadee, Broad-tailed Hummingbird, 
Steller’s Jay, Dark-eyed Junco, Raven (sp.?), and Brown 
Creeper.  In the past, I have seen Clark’s Nutcracker along this 
section of trail. 

 

Sawyers Peak Trail is above 8,000’ (even on this short walk 
the end of the trail was at 8,600’).  If you are not acclimated to 
this elevation you may wish to take it fairly slow and 
remember to drink lots of water - dependable safe water is 
not available along the trail. 

 

REPORT FROM JUNE 14, 2015 

There is good news and bad news from Sawyers Peak Trail.  
This trail starts at Emory Pass at an elevation of about 8,115’ 
and ends at the summit of Sawyers Peak at about 9,615’.  
Over the 4 mile route (8 miles round-trip) there is an elevation 
gain of about 1,736’, the maximum grade is 18%, and about 
half of the route is above 9,000’ (elevation profile of the walk 
shown below).  At 1.9 miles from Emory Pass, there is a trail 
junction with the Grandview trail, which returns northward a 
short distance.  This junction is at about 8,973’, from here to 
the summit of Sawyers Peak the trail is above 9,000’. 

 

This report is from a walk on Thursday, June 11, 2015 and 
should be viewed in conjunction with the original post on this 
trail (see August 28, 2014 report above). 

TRAIL CONDITIONS:  We found the trail easier to navigate 
than last year.  Last year grass was growing heavily in the trail, 
obscuring your footing and making it a bit tricky in places.  
This year, perhaps because it is earlier in the season, the grass 
is not obscuring the trail.  At .94 miles from Emory Pass there 
is a major washout in the trail, photo below.  In the photo, the 
trail is barely visible on the right side, about half way down 
the image.  This washout is navigated by following a hikers 
trail uphill to a crossing point.  Cattle are being allowed to run 
free all along the trail and they are literally destroying the trail 
in places. 

 

At the point near the end of the trail where the map, next 
page, shows a sharp turn to the northwest, there use to be 
(still in existence last year) a spur trail to the summit of 
Sawyers Peak.  The trail is generally indistinguishable.  
Although short sections are visible on the way to the summit 
the trail is basically nonexistent at this time.  Route finding is 
not difficult, walk up hill through burnt forest until you reach 
the summit. 

LADY BUGS:  One of the great draws of Sawyers Peak during 
the summer is the huge gathering of lady bugs at the summit.  
A few years ago we saw tens of thousands there.  Although 
we were assured that it was to early for the lady bugs, and 

Following the Silver Fire, grass obscured footing along the trail, 
much worse in other parts, than shown here.



that last year there were not nearly as many as there had been 
in the past, our hopes were high.  And our hopes were 
rewarded.  The lady bugs numbered in the thousands, not the 
tens of thousands, but they were everywhere (a few are 
pictured to the right).  They were swarming more than I had 
seen in the past, so much so that we vacated the summit for 
lower elevations where they were not present so we could eat 
our lunch. 

THE FOREST:  For most of the route, the trail passes through 
heavily burned forest.  Although there are a few spots with a 
significant number of living trees, the overall impression is 
one of standing charcoal.  On the east slope of Sawyers Peak 
it is possible to looking through the charred trees to the 
completely devastated slopes on the west side of Drummond 
Canyon. 

AND APRIL 2020:  Although there is still a lot of burnt wood 
along the trail it has recovered well and trail maintenance has 
improved. 

JUNE 2021:  Small fires along the trail have changed it in an 
undetermined manner.



4.  South Percha - Drummond 
Canyon 
 
The trail starts at a turnout on the south side of Highway 
152 at MP 35.6.  From the turnout an old mining road 
travels down to the stream bed (picture below - it has 
greened up significantly since the fire).  The grade is 
moderate and there are many softball sized rocks requiring 
careful placement of the feet to avoid twisting an ankle. 

1.  Portions of this old road burned in the Silver Fire of 
2013, as did the Black Range generally.  The fire tended to 
be very spotty except along the high ridges where 
practically everything burned.  The photograph below was 
taken on July 13, 2013.  Much of the evidence of fire was 
gone.  The trail is obscured by stands of grass in places 
making passage an act of faith. 

The old road ends at its intersection with South Percha 
Creek which flows from the canyon to the right.  Drummond 
Canyon is more or less in front of you as you stand at the 
base of the road and look across the stream.   

The map on the following page depicts a short walk (1 mile 
from NM 152 to the termination point in Drummond 
Canyon) which is reasonably easy.  After you cross South 
Percha you may be able to follow an old road on the 
southeast side of Drummond Canyon for a hundred yards or 

so, then you must bushwhack as you follow the stream bed 
up hill.   

Alternatively, at the base of the road down from NM 152, 
you may turn right and go up Percha Creek.  There are a 
number of old shafts and diggings in this area (Gray Eagle 
Mine) as well as the ruins of some old mining shacks (mostly 
burned by the Silver Fire).  The way up the stream valley is 
by following game trails and bushwhacking. 

The stream flows down the mountain in a very narrow 
stream canyon.  After about a mile the canyon broadens into 
beautiful flats with large pines.  The area is mostly clear of 
low vegetation.  Half way through this extensive “flat and 
broad” area there is a spring at the old cabin site (cabin long 
gone).   See separate write-up for South Percha Spring 
which is found at the end of this trail description. 

At this point a way back to Highway 152 leads up the 
canyon to the north following an old trail, very hard to 
decipher, very grown-up, but a gentle grade with beautiful 
views back into the valley.  The “trail” intersects NM 152 at 
about MP 34.8.  It is close to impossible to locate this “trail” 
head if you don’t have good directions, the trail is not 
discernible - it is simply a way forward which is less 
overgrown than its surroundings.  Not obvious at all.  Unless 
you know the location of the old trail it is probably best to 
bushwhack back down South Percha to the old road. 
 



Trail to South Percha
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2.  Ivy-leaf Ground Cherry, Physalis hederifolia, 
was growing in the road on the walk down.  
(Photo above - May 2020)

4.  There are many species of Oenothera in the Black Range, this, 
Oenothera brachycarpa, is found at middle and upper elevations, 
despite what its Common English Name - Desert Evening Primrose - 
might lead you to think.  Along this walk there are numerous individuals 
growing in the rock debris about half way down the road.  (Photo above 
- May 2020)

3.  The Canyon Grape, Vitis arizonica, (aka Arizona Grape) is the common 
grape found growing up - just about anything - in our area, generally at 
middle elevations.  On this walk we found many individuals growing 
beside the road and in Drummond Canyon.  (Photo below - May 2020)



6.  The American Black Bear, Ursus americanus, is the 
most common bear in the world, but is infrequently 
seen in the Black Range, away from human 
habitation.  Video.  (Photo below - May 2020)

5.  Cyllopsis pertepida, Canyonland Satyr, is found from 
southern Mexico north to southern Colorado.  The adults 
rarely feed.  Often rare within its range we found  this 
individual on the road.  (Photo above - May 2020)

https://vimeopro.com/user21669494/mammals/video/422929032
https://vimeopro.com/user21669494/mammals/video/422929032


7.  New Mexico Locust (Rusby’s Locust), Robinia neomexicana var. 
rusbyi, is a common species in the Black Range, especially since the 
Silver Fire.  (Photo above - May 2020)

8.  Phacelia integrifolia, Gypsum Scorpionweed, is not as common 
here as it is in the rest of New Mexico.  (Photo above - May 2020)

9.  Mimulus guttatus, Spotted Monkeyflower, is named 
for the spots on the lower lip of the flower.  Its other 
Common English Name is Seep Monkeyflower, which 
describes the habitat where it is frequently found.  It 
grows well along the edge of Drummond Creek.  
(Photo above - May 2020)

10.  Cordilleran Flycatchers, Empidonax occidentalis, 
were swarming the spot where we turned around.  
(Photo above - May 2020)

11.  I will not venture to guess the species growing on 
the small waterfall where we decided to call it a 
morning.  At this spot, Drummond Canyon shows the 
effects of the Silver Fire.  (May 2020 - Following two 
photos)







South Percha Spring 
 
There are a number of ways to reach this spring, all start at 
NM 152, west of Kingston and east of Emory Pass.  At an 
elevation of 7,260 on NM-152 there is a pull out with an old 
mining road which descends to South Percha Creek where 
Drummond Canyon enters from the southwest.  Where the 
road intersects the creek, turn right and follow South Percha 
west (uphill) until you reach a wide area in the canyon at 
7,150.  The Spring will be on your right (north side of the 
canyon).  This is the simplest route to the spring.  A shorter 
route starts at a pull out on NM 152 at 7,475’.  This is the 
route which is shown below.  There is no trail, follow the 
slope downhill to the creek.  When returning, follow the 
slope uphill until you reach NM 152.  This route is steep but 
not technical in nature. 

The spring fills a trough in an area burned by the Silver Fire. 
The trough is decaying and will fail from rust shortly.  The 
spring site is fenced (poorly) on three sides.  On the stream 
side of the spring there is no fencing.  As with most springs 
in the Black Range, the protections which are required by 
Forest Service Regulations are not enforced at this spring. 

The route followed on this trip was 1.14 miles (round-trip) 
with an elevation change of approximately 325’.   

There is an old cabin site next to the spring, only the 
foundation and trash remains.  The drainage immediately 
east of the spring has a the start of an adit which did not 
play out and the next drainage to the east has the remains 
of a camp used by a fence crew - lots of beer bottles, cans, 
and assorted other glass - probably from the 1950’s or so. 

 



5.  Southwest Canyon -  
Contributed by Devon Fletcher 
 

Southwest Canyon is less than a mile from Kingston which 
gives it the distinct advantage of not having to negotiate 
the worst of the twists and turns of NM 152.  It also can be 
done as wintertime hike when the higher elevations of the 
Black Range may be covered in snow (although that 
phenomenon is increasingly rare these days). 
Depending on the vehicle’s clearance one can park at the 
dirt road entrance right off the highway, or there is parking 
at some nice, dispersed camping spots a short way down 
the road to the south.  Initially we crossed the creek and 
investigated an old mine or gravel pit, but then began 
heading upstream.  The canyon bottom is quite narrow 
upstream, and well forested with large piñons and junipers 
on the south facing slopes, and Douglas firs and larger pines 
on the north facing side.  Along the creek there were 
deciduous and evergreen oaks, ash, boxelder and a few 
walnut, but my inspection of the fallen leaves found 
bigtooth maple lacking. 

Early on we saw an animal clinging to small pine ahead of 
us.  At first I thought it was raccoon, but as it escaped up the 
hillside, I realized it was a coatimundi.  When the Scotties 
reached the spot, their sniffers went wild, and from then on 
they were continually trying to pull  us up the hillside to 
pursue the wild beastie. 
 
There is bound to be a section of frozen creek to contend 
with even in the late winter and early spring.  For desert 
dwellers walking on it can be novelty, but for safety’s sake 
try to avoid it as much as possible.  Further above, there are 
several spring areas, with the many smells of all the animals 
that have come to drink, which our dogs found extremely 
interesting. 

The canyon was shady and cool, what we had come for, but 
when it came time for our picnic we found some warm 
bedrock in the sun.  Afterwards we came upon one of the 
few open areas: a lovely sloping meadow of golden grass 
and junipers on the creek's north side. 

Although we occasionally would hear cars along NM 152, 
which was never more than a few hundred feet away, we 
were in our own little forest paradise, and hardly paid them 
any mind.  As the canyon steepened, we climbed up, over 
and around a series of small, trickling waterfalls carved into  
what appeared to be limestone bedrock.  The last and tallest 
was about 15 feet high.  I climbed around and above 



that one and shortly thereafter the highway guardrail came 
into view and the canyon made a right turn towards a 
culvert and its uppermost branch on the north side of NM 
152. 

Walking down Southwest Canyon is much the same, if a bit 
less claustrophobic.  The hike in the stream-bed was mostly 
clear with a trickle of water in a few spots.  Unfortunately 
there were very few deciduous trees, save for a few small 

oaks and lone cottonwood, so if you are looking for an easy 
spot to see a bit of fall color,  go upstream rather than down. 

Still it’s a pleasant enough walk passing through the layers 
of limestone, shale and sandstone.  There was one old mine, 
that was flooded at the bottom of its shaft, but little else to 
show that people come here or came here in any numbers.  
Upon reaching the fence just a short way up from the Forest 
Service's Kingston Work Center, it seemed like a logical 
place to turn around, which is exactly what we did.

Kingston



Southwest Canyon Follow-up 

 

On March 7, 2021, we walked this canyon, intrigued by 
Devon Fletcher’s report of the Coati he saw along this route, 
in 2018.  He saw the Coati at roughly the same time that one 
was seen on NM 152 at about the same spot.  We ventured 
up the canyon from the parking area (map below), looking 
for Coati and Coati sign. 

We found Coati footprints in the snow see photo below. 
There were random patches of snow along the walk and 
some ice where water came to the surface. 

We also found a number of small moths, Litocala sexsignata, 
in two places where the bedrock forced the stream water to 
the surface.  In addition to the photographs at the link 
above there is a short snippet of handheld video showing 
the moth vibrating its wings and antenna.

The walk, which starts at the right side of the map 
(32.90687, -107.7056) proceeds up the canyon to the 
intersection with NM 152.  This walk is 1.6 miles long and 
has an elevation gain of 424 feet.  The ease of a slight gain 
in elevation is belied by the fact that there were numerous 

down trees across the intermittent stream at the base of the 
canyon.  The walking was tedious.  As Devon notes, this is a 
pretty walk and easily accessed, see the proximity map 
above right.

https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/butterflies/litocala-sexsignata.html
https://vimeopro.com/user21669494/insects-arthropods-and-other-critters-of-this-type/video/520714361
https://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/butterflies/litocala-sexsignata.html
https://vimeopro.com/user21669494/insects-arthropods-and-other-critters-of-this-type/video/520714361


6.  Bloodgood Spring  and 
Homesite 
 
This route starts at the Kingston Cemetery (NM 152) and 
follows a fence line eastward to an old road bed.  It follows 
the road bed to Bloodgood Spring (about 2,000’) which is 
easily identified by the drive through gate of the cattle 
enclosure which is adjacent to the spring enclosure.  The 
route follows the outside of the north side of the cattle 
enclosure, past the water trough, and along the creek bed/
road bed for about another half mile (.75 miles from the 
cemetery).  The ruins of the Bloodgood homesite (now 

limited to a few crumbling retaining walls see photo above) 
are on the left (north) side of the trail/road bed as you walk 
down the trail.  It is possible to walk along the road bed and 
along the creek bank for another .75 miles from the 
homesite.  At 1.5 miles a fence crosses your path, private 
land is beyond.  A minimal change in elevation occurs 
between the cemetery and the homesite (6,264’ to 6,000’) 
and the grade remains fairly constant until you reach the 
fence line. 

The old Bloodgood Mine is located north of the homesite.  
 
This is a very “birdy” canyon with Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay, 
Townsend’s Solitaire, Mountain Chickadee, Bushtit, Black-
throated Gray Warbler, and other species readily seen.  It is 
also a great walk for wildflowers like the Sweet Four 
O’clock (Mirabilis longiflora) pictured at the top right, for 

fields of daisies, Ivy-leaf Morning Glory (Ipomoea 
hederacea), and Paintbrush (below).   The trail starts in 
Juniper, Oak, and Ponderosa Pine and eventually tapers into 
mostly Juniper.  This trail is at the edge of these ecosystems 
and, therefore, has a lot of flora and fauna diversity. 

The usual suspects are on-the-scene; rattlesnakes (only 
Western Diamond-Back that I know of), Black Bear, Coyote, 
and Cougar are all possible, but not likely.   

 

 

Bloodgood Family at Home 2 Miles East of Kingston 
by J. C. Burge ca. 1890



Bloodgood Spring 

I have seen this spring referred to as Goldfish Pond Spring 
in some documents.  It is unnamed on USGS topographic 
maps.  The photographs on the following pages were taken 
on September 5, 2014 and July 5 & 11, 2017. 

There are two fenced units at the spring area.  The first 
appears to be a cattle enclosure, with a drive through gate, 
which provides access to spring water.  The second 
enclosure surrounds the spring.  There is a water trough, fed 
by the spring, outside the eastern end of the cattle 
enclosure (photo below).  Fencing is intact and is generally 

better than that found at other springs in the area.  The 
bottom strand of the fence is barbed wire when it should be 
clean wire (barbless). 
 
There is a significant amount of water flowing from the 
hillside at the spring site.  Some of the springs are natural 
but at some point holes were drilled into a rock and water 
flows freely from them.  There are reeds, native grasses, and 
other vegetation at the site.  The cattle enclosure  (photo 
right) has beautiful old Alligator Juniper trees. 

On September 8, 2014 there were a number of bird species 
in the enclosures including Bushtit, Black-throated Gray 
Warbler, Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay, and Townsend’s Solitaire.  

There are several wet seeps and wet areas from the spring 
drainage at the site.  Broad-leaved Cattail, Typha 
latifolia, dominates the wettest of these areas. 

 



Along the edge of the slope and creek there are a number 
of seeps and smaller springs.  Most of the spring outlets are 
on the hillside, but along the creek edge there is another 
artesian spring (created by drilling into the rock) - pictured 
here and at the top of the next page (July 11, 2017).  The 

hose visible in the photo above was inserted in this spring 
at one time and fed the trough pictured on the previous 
page.  The two artesian springs that we found at Bloodgood 
were created by drilling holes into the bedrock.

Springs at Bloodgood Spring - at the top of the next page as well.



There are not many locations in the Black Range where 
you can find cattails, of any sort, so as strange as it may 
sound to those who are in areas with more water, finding 
a location with this genus of flora is a treat. 

The other species of cattail found in the Black Range is the 
Southern Cattail, Typha domingensis, which is also a 
native species.  The two species (T. latifolia and T. 
domingensis) can be very difficult to tell apart.  However, 
the pistillate and staminate sections of the flower (that 

brown hot dog looking thing which grows on a [flower] 
spike) are separated by a bare section of stem in Typha 
domingensis.   

Late in the season it is possible to find these cattails 
dispersing their fruit.  The “brown hot dog things” seem 
to explode in a mass of soft white fluff which floats easily 
away on the wind - unfortunately these seeds will not find 
many habitable places to land in the Black Range.



Broad-leaved Cattail, Typha latifolia, dominates the wettest of these areas at Bloodgood Spring. 



7.  Forest Trail 134 
This route starts at Tierra Blanca Road and 
terminates at the Black Range Crest Trail north of 
Sawyer’s Peak.  Trail conditions in the Black Range, 
since the Silver Fire, are problematic.  Although the 
walk described here is fairly straight forward and at 
least as good as a good cow path, for the four miles 
round-trip shown here, it is not certain what the 
upper portions of the trail may be like.  In 2021 
there was a 500+ acre spot fire in the area.  The 
junction with the Crest Trail is not apparent at the 
upper end. 

The trail head is about 14 miles from NM-27 on a 
dirt road which gets progressively worse as you 
proceed.  A high clearance vehicle is recommended.  
The bottom map to the right shows the detail of the 
upper map, after you cross into the National Forest.  
The star on the lower map indicates the trailhead 
for Forest Trail 135. 

All of the photographs in this trail description were 
taken on April 25, 2020. 

1.  There are two cabins which are of interest along 
the way.  The first is found along the road between 
the trailheads for Forest Trails 134 and 135.  It has 
pieces of equipment strown about the front of the 

“stick-built” wood cabin.  (Photographs on the 
following page.) 

2.  At the very start of the walk, as you leave the 
trailhead, you are introduced to the mix of rock, 
vegetation, and a free-flowing stream which 
characterizes this trail (photo above).  The bedrock 
of the canyon sides often comes down to the 
stream.  The banks of the stream bed support a lot 
of trees and other plant life.  The usual dangers of a 
walk in the Black Range are present, you are far 
from medical assistance should it be needed - so 
keep that in mind.  On the 25th of April, I walked 
into barbed-wire strands which were camouflaged 
by downed branches.  It was not a significant event, 
but it could have been. 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3.  The general impression of this trail is quickly reinforced 
(photo previous page). 

4.  The second cabin of interest on this walk is found in the 
first wide spot in the canyon.  There are corrals and a 
pasture here and an adobe cabin (photos above) which has 
seen better days.  The ceiling has collapsed allowing 
observation of the primary source of ceiling/roof insulation 
in times-gone-past, dirt.  A layer of dirt of 3+ inches is seen 
in the bottom photograph, on top of the collapsed ceiling.  
Generally, a cloth covering (often muslin) was hung beneath 

the ceiling to capture dirt as it worked its way through the 
cracks in the ceiling. 

5.  Erodium cicutarium (Redstem Storksbill, Redstem Filaree) 
is a member of the Geranium family and is an exotic.  (Photo 
at the top of the following page.)  That being said, this 
species can be found in all but the highest places of the 
Black Range.  On this walk, they were blanketing the 
pastures at the cabin site.  Walking along the track through 
the meadow with a mass of these flowers all around was (is) 
a memorable event.



6.   Associated with the Filaree was a Eupeodes volucris, Bird 
Hover Fly (photo bottom left - identification tentative). 

7.  On this day, Junonia coenia, Common Buckeye, was the 
common butterfly which was flitting about. 

8.   Toward the end of this walk there were several large 
individuals of Alnus oblongifolia, Arizona Alder.   (Photos 
above and below.) 

9.  The alder tended to grow closer to the stream than did 
the Ponderosa Pine.  Associated with the pine there were 
Conopholis alpina, Ground Cone (photo top of next page). 



10.  Small pools along the stream edge were full of  
cyanobacterium.  Cyanobacterium produce much of the 
oxygen which is in the atmosphere.  Reproduction is by 
fragmentation.  Strands break apart, each segment can 
create a new colony. (Photo below) 

11.  In this same area, Veronica anagallis-aquatica, Water 
Speedwell (photo top right) and Watercress, Nasturtium 
officinale (photo above), were found growing in close 
proximity - as they often are.   



8.  Forest Trail 135 
This route starts at Tierra Blanca Road and 
(arguably) terminates at the Black Range Crest 
Trail north of Sawyer’s Peak.  Trail conditions in 
the Black Range, since the Silver Fire, are 
problematic.  Although the walk described 
here is fairly straight forward (at about 4.5 
miles round-trip) it is unclear what the upper 
portions of the trail may be like.  The junction 
with the Crest Trail is certainly not apparent at 
the upper end. 

The nature of this trail is a bit more 
problematic.  Although there is a trail 135 
which heads east from the Sawyers Peak Trail 
(Black Range Crest Trail) maps show that it 
terminates on a bluff above where the trail 
described here ends (according to maps).  See 
All Trails map to the right. 

The trail head is about 12 miles from NM-27 on 
a dirt road which gets progressively worse as 
you proceed.  A high clearance vehicle is 
recommended.  The maps for trail 134 show 
the route to the trail head for this walk, the star 
on the bottom map indicates the trailhead for 
Forest Trail 135. 

1.  The portion of this trail which is described in 
this walk is knock-down gorgeous.  The photo 
below was taken at the start of the walk. 

 

 

Trail End

Trail End

https://www.alltrails.com/
https://www.alltrails.com/
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2.  On the day we walked this trail we parked on the Tierra 
Blanca Road and walked up a forest road (4146N) to the 
trailhead for this walk.  Shortly after starting up the formal 
trail the canyon becomes more narrow and the sides 
steeper.  A briskly flowing stream was flowing down the 
canyon. (Photo previous page) 

3.  Phoradendron juniperinum, Juniper Mistletoe, was 
growing in a number of the junipers at the start of the trail.  
This species is one of the most common mistletoe species in 
this area.  Part of its success is due to that fact that it has 
several different types of pollinators, from those which 
crawl like ants and beetles to 
those which fly, like flies.  
Distribution of the seeds is 
generally performed by 
birds.  Unlike the dwarf 
mistletoe species, the 
Juniper Mistletoe uses its 
own photosynthesis to 
produce most of its food.  It 
does, however, rely on its 
host for water and some 
minerals.  (Photos this page) 

The U. S. range of the 
species is shown in the 
BONAP map above.  In 
Mexico, it is found in Sonora 
and Chihuahua. 

Walking up the trail we 
quickly entered Ponderosa 
Pine and large Alligator 
Juniper.  The trail meanders 
along the stream and the 
canopy provides a great deal 
of shade, making this a very 
pleasant walk on a hot day.  
On the day of our walk, April 
18, the conditions were perfect. 

The round-trip depicted here was about 5.5 miles long, an 
easy 5.5 miles.  At our turn around spot we sat by the stream 
and enjoyed a trail lunch.  Along this lower section of the 
trail it is not obvious that there was a Silver Fire.  As we 
progressed up the canyon the condition of the trail 
gradually eroded. 

4.  Paintbrushes can be difficult to identify, “luckily” we 
have few species in the Black Range.  The paintbrush 

typically found at mid-elevations is the Foothills Paintbrush 
(aka Southwestern Indian Paintbrush), Castilleja integra, 
which is shown on the following page (top left). 

5.  Fendlerbush (aka Cliff Fendler-bush or Wright's 
Fendlerbush), Fendlera rupicola var. wrightii, was growing 
in large clumps about ten feet above the stream.  Some 
authorities (B. L. Turner) consider this subspecies to be a full 
species.  The (unsplit) species has a fairly limited range in 
the U. S. (see BONAP map below).  In Mexico, it is found in 
the states of Chihuahua, Coahuila, and Sonora.  (Photo 
bottom left on the following page.) 

6.  Shortly after one of the 
stream crossings, there are 
several but at this time of 
year none presented any 
difficulty, I encountered a 
Clark’s Spiny Lizard, 
Sceloporus clarkii (photos on 
following page).  We played 
ring-a-round the tree for a 
moment, I got my photo and 
off I went.  The lizard was 
nonplused by the event.  
There are other spiny lizards 

in our area, 
primarily the 
Twin-spotted 
Spiny Lizard 
and the Crevice 
Spiny Lizard.  If 
there is any 
doubt in your mind about the identification of an individual 
you believe to be of this species look at the forelimb, dark 
bars on the forelimb are diagnostic of this species.

http://bonap.net/MapGallery/County/Phoradendron%20juniperinum.png
http://bonap.net/MapGallery/County/Fendlera%20rupicola.png
http://bonap.net/MapGallery/County/Phoradendron%20juniperinum.png
http://bonap.net/MapGallery/County/Fendlera%20rupicola.png


7.  We found Viola nephrophylla, Streambank Violet 
(pictured at the top of the next page), at one stream-
crossing near the end of the walk.  Within the US this is a 
widespread species, being absent only from the southeast 
and mid-Atlantic states.



8.  Especially along the southern reaches of 
the trail, rock dominates the scene. (Photo 
following page taken on April 18.) 

9.  Chief’s Tub Spring is a well maintained 
spring beside the south side of the stream 
about a half way up the walk.  Although 
well maintained it contrasts strikingly with 
the clear fresh water of the stream.  I 
suspect that neither of these water sources 
is safe to drink without treatment.  (Photos 
left and below taken on April 18.)





10.  Along the upper reaches 
of the trail there is a robust 
forest, dominated by: Juniperus monosperma, Oneseed 
Juniper (top photo); Pinus ponderosa, Ponderosa Pine (two 
photos middle left);  Juniperus deppenana, Alligator 
Juniper (bottom right); Salix gooddingii, Goodding's Willow 

(photos); and Berbes haematocarpa, Red Barberry (bottom 
left).     



11.  Conopholis alpina, Ground Cone (photo above) is 
generally associated with Ponderosa Pine.  We found 
several clumps along the trail on April 18.      

The natural history along this trail can be as stunning as the 
scenery.  It may be a long drive to the trailhead, but the 
walk is worth the effort.



4.  Mexican Catch-Fly/Cardinal Catchfly, Silene laciniata 

9.  Grandview Trail 
It is safe to assert that most of the less popular trails in 
the Black Range were in disrepair, prior to the Silver 
Fire and the following water events.  Following the fire 
the hillsides were covered with burnt snags and 
debris.  The rains that followed were not held back by 
vegetation and scoured the hillsides even more and 
washed much of the debris from the hillsides into the 
mountain ravines.  As a result, some trails that appear 
on maps are non-existent at this time.  The last time we 
were in East Railroad Canyon we found that to be the 
case and suspected that was what we would find as 
we explored the Grandview Trail which runs from 
Silver Creek to the Black Range Crest Trail, just north 
of Sawyer’s Peak.  (June 2021 update:  The Gila 
Backcountry Horsemen have been doing trail 
maintenance on the East Railroad Canyon trail this 
summer.) 

This is a trail you must really want to walk on; it is not a 
casual outing.  Access begins at the junction of Royal 
John Road and NM 61 southeast of Sherman.  The 
Royal John Road was the subject of a road video 
recorded a few years ago.  This is beautiful country, so 
if you have a high clearance vehicle and are looking 
for a Sunday outing this road could be your cup of tea - 
but look at the video first. 

The road, from NM 61, to the trailhead is 14.3 miles 
long, mostly on the Royal John Road.  Near the end of 
the trek the Silver Creek Road turns off of the Royal 
John Road and travels north to its end.  Along the 
Silver Creek Road there are at least two ruins of log 
cabins, photos on the following page and “1” on the 
map to the right. 

2.  Southwestern Fence Lizard, Sceloporus cowlesi, 
was found on the logs of one of the cabins. 

3.  The following describes our experience on September 
27, 2020.  An improved trail does not exist in the lower 
reaches of this walk.  At times the walking is fairly easy, 
short sections of the remnant trail, animal tracks, and 
sections where it is possible to walk on bedrock where the 
stream bed has been completely scoured.  Generally, 
however, this is a strenuous walk with unsure footing, loose 
rock, downed trees and lots of debris.  Only the first mile, of 
roughly a three mile walk, is discussed in this part of the 
article.  During our walk we found an occasional trail blaze 
on a standing snag and some sections of what appears to 
have been a trail at one time.  After stumbling a lot we 
simply decided it was not worth the effort.  That was not an 
easy decision, however, because this canyon is both 
beautiful and dramatic.  Over the first quarter of a mile or so 
the walk is through unburned forest, mostly Ponderosa Pine 
and oak.

1

2

https://vimeopro.com/user21669494/the-roads-of-the-black-range/video/84952264
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/reptiles-and-amphibians/reptiles-and-amphibians-2/sceloporus-cowlesi.html
https://vimeopro.com/user21669494/the-roads-of-the-black-range/video/84952264
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/reptiles-and-amphibians/reptiles-and-amphibians-2/sceloporus-cowlesi.html


1.  Two of the log cabins which are along the Silver Creek Road.  Other photographs are included in the Black Range 
Website photo gallery.

http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/trails/hillsboro-peak-area/silver-creek-canyon.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/trails/hillsboro-peak-area/silver-creek-canyon.html


4.  Mexican Catch-Fly/Cardinal Catchfly, Silene laciniata is 
one of the more common flowers of the Black Range, but 
nonetheless, beautiful and abundant at the start of this walk. 

In the same area as the Silene there was a nice stand of 
Gambel Oak.  Gambel Oak is the only native oak found in the 
southern Rockies which has deeply lobed leaves (see last 
page of this entry).

2.  Southwestern Fence Lizard, Sceloporus cowlesi, Silver Creek Canyon Road
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http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/silene-laciniata.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/quercus-gambelii.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/silene-laciniata.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/quercus-gambelii.html


5.  Dieteria bigelovii, Bigelow's Tansyaster, and Clematis 
ligusticifolia, Virgin’s Bower, were growing near where the 
walk started up the stream bed.  The Clematis is one of two 
species in that genus which are sometimes found in the Black 
Range, the other being Clematis columbiana, Columbian 
Virgin’s Bower, which we have found in Railroad Canyon. 

6.  Mirabilis longiflora, Sweet Four O’clock (directly below) 
was growing in the stream bed, somehow holding on between 
the scouring floods which commence with the rains. 

The flowers of this species typically open late in the afternoon 
and as a night blooming plant attract large hummingbird 
moths.  The seeds of this species are poisonous. 

Some authorities will separate out the plant that we have here 
as a distinct subspecies, M. l. wrightiana.  The range of the 
Sweet Four O'Clock is restricted to central Mexico and the 
southwestern United States.  If you are inclined to recognize 
the existence of subspecies in this plant then the nominate 
form is found in central Mexico and M. l. wrightiana is found 
farther north.  The range within the United States is restricted 
to southwestern New Mexico, southeastern Arizona, and the 
Big Bend region of Texas. 

M. l. wrightiana was noted as M. wrightiana in 1894, in the 
Transactions of the New York Academy of Sciences - see right -  
by Britton and Kearney.  Their initial comments on the 
specimen are shown as well. 

3.  Grandview Trail.

http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/dieteria-bigelovii.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/clematis-ligusticifolia.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/clematis-ligusticifolia.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/clematis-columbiana.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/mirabilis-longiflora.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/dieteria-bigelovii.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/clematis-ligusticifolia.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/clematis-ligusticifolia.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/clematis-columbiana.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/mirabilis-longiflora.html


5.  Dieteria bigelovii, Bigelow's Tansyaster (above) and Clematis ligusticifolia, Virgin’s Bower (below) were 
found within a few feet of each other at the beginning of the “stream walk”.



7.  Juncus torreyi, Torrey's Rush, (left) was growing in the 
stream-bed where the trickle of water formed small pools.  
(Note that this has to be a tentative identification - I am outside 
my scope of competence here.) 

One of the common geraniums of the Black Range, Geranium 
richardsonii, Richardson Geranium (bottom photo), was 
growing in several large clumps near the rushes. 

8.  Pericome caudata, Taperleaf, (photos on the following page) 
was growing in the stream-bed as clumps of flowers on plants 
which barely reached my knee.  On the stream bank the plants 
were very large, easily over 6 feet high and more in diameter. 

Western Honey Bees (below), Apis mellifera, were busy 
working the Taperleaf.  Some sources refer to this species as the

http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/juncus-torreyi.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/geranium-richardsonii.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/geranium-richardsonii.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/pericome-caudata.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/bugs/apis-mellifera.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/juncus-torreyi.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/geranium-richardsonii.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/geranium-richardsonii.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/pericome-caudata.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/bugs/apis-mellifera.html


European Honey Bee, for the reasons 
cited at the BugGuide website.  We 
use Western Honey Bee here and on 
the www.blackrange.org website.   
There are at least 24 recognized 
subspecies, some of which hybridize.   
There are also feral and domestic 
populations.  Attempting to delineate 
these bees to subspecies is 
problematic.    The rather notorious 
“African Killer Bee” is one of these 
subspecies.   

These bees have experienced 
significant hardships of late.  The first 

was the introduction of a parasitic mite, 
Varroa, which Apis mellifera had no natural 
defense against, the second is Colony 
Collapse Disorder which may be caused by 
something like the Israeli acute paralysis 
virus. 

At this point on our walk, a scant .9 miles 
up the “trail” we were tired of crawling 
over debris, shifting rock and boulders, and 
avoiding tripping in the tangle of vines and 
vegetation.  We gave up.  We opted instead 
for another try from the top, from the Black 
Range Crest Trail. 

A few days later, on October 2, we walked 
south on the Black Range Crest Trail from 
Emory Pass (Sawyer’s Peak Trail, see 
Volume 2, Number 4, October 2019 of this 
magazine) for 2.2 miles to the junction with 
the upper part of the Grandview Trail.  The 
trail junction is well marked here (“B” on 
the map).  The map on the following page 
indicates the distance is 1.7 miles; this is an 
error.  The elevation gain on this portion of 
the trail is just over 1,000 feet.  From the 
junction we wandered around a great deal 
(see detail of the Grandview Trail on a 
following page) trying to find the trail.  
Eventually we saw some burned tree 
blazes (at “C” on the map and pictured on a 
following page) - not that route finding is 
difficult, you are after all walking down a 
ravine.  Before long we found the trace of 
the trail.  The map indicates that the trail is 
in the stream bottom; it is rather on the 
north side of the ravine.

https://bugguide.net/node/view/3080
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/bugs/apis-mellifera.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-black-range-naturalist/
https://bugguide.net/node/view/3080
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/bugs/apis-mellifera.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-black-range-naturalist/


At “A” on the map a small stream 
came to the surface and 
continued on the surface at least 
as far as where we stopped - and 
given that there was a small 
stream flow in the lower reaches 
of the trail it is probably 
continuous all the way down the 
canyon.  In the section which we 
visited the stream was mangled, 
but not completely destroyed, by 
cattle. 

The upper section of this trail did 
not burn very badly in the Silver 
Creek Fire.  There are several 
mature Southwestern White Pines 
in this area (“D” on the map).  This 
species, Pinus strobiformis, is 
listed as Pinus reflexa, in some 
sources.  It goes by several 
common names, including; 
Chihuahua White Pine, 
Southwestern White Pine, 
Mexican White Pine, and pino 
enano. 

At “E” on the map the small 
stream is badly trampled but
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http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/pinus-strobiformis-reflexa.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/pinus-strobiformis-reflexa.html


with its layers of moss and Iris is 
quite striking.  It should be 
especially pretty in the spring 
when the flowers are in bloom. 

We walked a half mile down the 
ravine and then decided to call it a 
day.  I am pretty sure that the 
upper and lower trail descriptions 
provided here describe the natural 
history of the middle section of the 
trail which we did not visit. 

As mentioned earlier, this is a trail 
you really have to want to walk.  
But if you are motivated and can 
put up with a hard go of it, it is well 
worth the effort.

B.  The trail junction of the Black Range Crest Trail and the Grand View Trail  
is well signed at the saddle.

C.  The upper trail goes between these two large trees, a 
blaze can be seen about half way up the tree on the right.

E.  Iris missouriensis, Rocky Mountain Iris, grows in the stream in 
this section.  If the cattle have not destroyed everything it should 

be quite beautiful in the spring.

http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/iris-missouriensis.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/iris-missouriensis.html




9a.  Lower and Middle FT-146 and 
FR-523 (Grandview Trail and Silver 
Creek Road) 
Contributed by Devon Fletcher 

I had wanted to visit this section of Silver Creek above the 
Silver Creek Road for many years and finally made up my 
mind and went back in 2018.  It's a long drive from my 
home in Las Cruces to get to the start of this hike.  I left the 
house at 8 and wasn't hiking until 10:30 or so.  The Silver 
Creek Road (FR 523) has a couple of bad crossings over 
Little Gallinas Creek, but otherwise is quite drivable.  I was 
glad to see the old cabins we had visited 8 or 9 years ago 
had not burned in the Silver Fire in 2013.  The large 
Columbia Mine nearby, though, which previously was 
concealed in thick forest was easily visible amongst the 
burnt trees. 

About a quarter mile from Silver Creek crossing, there are 
berms that prevent vehicles from traveling any further, but 
there is a large turnaround/parking area.  This was all put in 
place, I'm sure, because where the roads meets Silver Creek, 
it is completely washed away.  There would be no way to 
turnaround at that point. 
 
There is a little bit of a mine road to follow initially on the 
north side of the stream.  Most people would not notice it. 
Past the mine there are a few old blazes on ponderosa 
pines, but the trail (technically part of the Grandview Trail) is 
mostly invisible. 

Not to worry though, because the flooding after the fire has 
left many parts of creek scraped clean to the bedrock which 
makes for easy walking.  I continued up with my only 
companions the little yellow warblers darting in and out of 

the shrubs and bushes.  There is one tough section of 
boulders and fallen snags, but after that comes the falls 
which are over bare limestone bedrock. 

Unfortunately there was just the barest of trickles when I 
visited.  I plan to come back when the flows are better 
though, because this series of steep slides, cascades,  and 
drops will be quite a show.  The whole section with cliffs 
and alcoves on the north side is very rugged and still quite 
scenic despite the damage done by the fire. 

At the top of the falls section there is fifteen foot straight 
drop.  I tried to climb up the rock on the north side, but 
really couldn't get a good footing.  I then decided to ascend 
a narrow break in the bedrock with small oak trees and their 
protruding roots, both of which I used for leverage.

9a. Describes the middle section of the Grandview Trail 
(not covered in “9”) and FR 523 north of the Silver Creek 
“crossing”.  This walk described here was made prior to 
that described in “9”.



I got up on top and was now standing where I stood nearly 
six years before on FT 146 and then turned around not 
realizing that the trail was supposed to continue straight 
down the watercourse I had just come up.  The forest here 
was as green and beautiful as it was back then and maybe 
as it’s ever been, even though I was only short distance from 
ground zero of the huge fire.  A little ways upstream the 
entire mountaintop has burned. 

The ascent up the canyon had been a little slow and a little 
warm but, after clambering back down the falls, the descent 
was quick and easy.  Back at the road, I decided to explore 
to the north on the closed section of the road which was  
rapidly returning to a natural state with fallen trees 
concealed in thickets of wildflowers. 

I was looking down into Rustlers Canyon, when I decided I 
had enough.  The road still continued for perhaps 1/2 mile 
down across the drainage and then up on the other side.  I 
could see the Mineral Mountain Mine and the plateau where 
the road dead-ends across the way. 



I now began hiking back to my vehicle.  Squirrel-sized 
lizards ran out of nooks in the crumbling chalk-like rock 
beside the road, and then seeing me, ran back in.  I looked 
over to the rock bluffs of Haystack Mountain and down the 
bleached bedrock of the lower reaches of Silver Creek.  I 
enjoyed long distance views to all of the western lands of 
the Gila.  There were a few isolated thunderstorms well off 
in the distance, but just scattered, fast moving clouds and 
blue sky over my head. 

On my drive back.  I saw a cinnamon colored bear right 
along the Royal John Mine Road.  It didn't really register 
with me at first that I was seeing a bear.  The way he stared 
at me for a few moments was more like something a big 
goofy dog might do.  I was wondering if the elk hunters a 

hundred yards behind him (but facing the wrong direction) 
were going to notice our encounter, when he ran off. 

As I continued to drive down and down on the narrow and 
winding, but well maintained road, the rolling hills of green 
grass, with oak, piñon and juniper in the folds along the 
lower reaches of Cold Springs Canyon warmed my heart the 
way only a Gila landscape can.



10.  Ciénega Trail - City of Rocks 
State Park 
The Ciénega Trail is just north of NM-61, within City of Rocks 
State Park.  The walk as shown on the following page is 2.07 
miles long with minimal elevation change, 166’ between 
the lowest and highest points on the trail with some up and 
down.  The trail crosses the Faywood Ciénega near the park 
boundary.  “The Faywood Ciénega is in the southwest 
corner of the Park.  It is one of only two ciénegas in the area 
that have remained wet.  The other is Faywood Hot Springs.  
The rest of the ciénegas in the area have dried, mostly due 
to water extraction, cattle 
grazing, and subsequent 
downcutting of arroyo 
channels, which will lower 
water tables.”  (p. 10 of the 
2016 Park Management 
Plan). 

A ciénega (aka ciénaga)  “is 
a wetland system unique to 
the American Southwest.1  
Ciénagas are alkaline, 
freshwater, spongy, wet 
meadows with shallow-
gradient, permanently 
saturated soils in otherwise 
arid landscapes that often 
occupy nearly the entire 
widths of valley bottoms. 
That description satisfies 
historic, pre-damaged 
ciénagas, although few can be described that way now. 
Incised ciénagas are common today.  Ciénagas are usually 
associated with seeps or springs, found in canyon 
headwaters or along margins of streams.  Ciénagas often 
occur because the geomorphology forces water to the 
surface, over large areas, not merely through a single pool 
or channel.  In a healthy ciénaga, water slowly migrates 
through long, wide-scale mats of thick, sponge-like 
wetland sod.  Ciénaga soils are squishy, permanently 
saturated, highly organic, black in color (and)  
anaerobic.” (Wikipedia) 

The following entries are keyed to the map found on the 
next page. 

A.  On March 5, Lomatium nevadense, Biscuit Root, (photo 
top right) was just beginning to express itself. 

B.  On May 20, we found many Band-winged Grasshoppers 
along the upper part of the trail.  The individual pictured 
above is probably an Aztec Grasshopper, Lactisa azteca.  In 
“Foliage Insects and Termites”, Walt Whitford (January 3, 
2020 issue of this magazine, p. 22) noted that Band-winged 
Grasshoppers are the “most common ground loving 
grasshoppers in the northern Chihuahuan Desert”.   Band-

winged Grasshoppers are a subfamily (Oedipodinae), which 
has several tribes, which, in-turn, have several genera, each 
genus may have several species (or only one).  Given the 
number of possible species which this individual can be 
attributed to, and given it is a photograph - not a specimen - 
I will stick with “probably” as my assurance of a correct 
identification.   

C.  Krameria lanceolata, Trailing Krameria, (photograph from 
May 20, following the map on the next page) is found in the 
Mexican states of Chihuahua and Coahuila as well as in the 
counties shown in the BONAP map below.  Like other 
species in the genus, K. lanceolata is a root parasite, sucking 
a variety of nutrients - but especially water - from its hosts.  
The Krameria genus has an unusual pollination biology.  Its 
flowers produce fatty oil, not nectar.  Female bees of the 
genus Centris collect the oils from the modified external 
surfaces of the 
eliaphores (what 
appear to be upright 
flags), pollinating the 
flower in the 
process, and mix the 
oils with pollen to 
feed their larvae.  
Although the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ci%C3%A9nega
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/lomatium-nevadense.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/bugs/oedipodinae.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-black-range-naturalist/
http://www.blackrange.org/the-black-range-naturalist/
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/krameria-lanceolata.html
http://bonap.net/MapGallery/County/Krameria%20lanceolata.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ci%C3%A9nega
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/lomatium-nevadense.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/bugs/oedipodinae.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-black-range-naturalist/
http://www.blackrange.org/the-black-range-naturalist/
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/krameria-lanceolata.html
http://bonap.net/MapGallery/County/Krameria%20lanceolata.png
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Krameria plants are wholly dependent upon Centris bees to 
effect their pollination, the relationship is not mutually 
exclusive – Centris bees utilize other oil-producing plants as 
well.  

D.  In the photograph above, the trees at right center are at 
the end of a wash system and just east of the flat plain of 
the ciénaga.  (Photograph by Mike Barnes, May 20, 2020.) 

E.  Four-wing Salt Bush, 
Atriplex canescens, 
(photograph from May 20 to 
the right and at the top of 
the following page) is found 
in much of the western 
United States (see BONAP 
map left) and southward to 

southern Mexico.  Vascular Plants of the Gila Wilderness 
notes that “The silvery appearance of the leaves is not due 
to hairs, but rather due to a covering of flaky scale-like 
structures, almost like dandruff.”   (See photo on the 
following page.)  This species readily hybridizes with others 
in its genus, causing some disagreements about specific 
specimens.  In the case of the type specimen for this species 
there is the following from Flora of North America: 

“Materials from the vicinity of the type locality of the 
species in South Dakota are low subherbaceous

https://beetlesinthebush.com/2009/08/07/friday-flower-krameria-lanceolata/
https://beetlesinthebush.com/2009/08/07/friday-flower-krameria-lanceolata/
https://beetlesinthebush.com/2009/08/07/friday-flower-krameria-lanceolata/
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/atriplex-canescens.html
http://bonap.net/MapGallery/County/Atriplex%20canescens.png
http://bonap.net/MapGallery/County/Atriplex%20canescens.png
https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/atriplex_canescens.html
http://www.efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=242100016
https://beetlesinthebush.com/2009/08/07/friday-flower-krameria-lanceolata/
https://beetlesinthebush.com/2009/08/07/friday-flower-krameria-lanceolata/
https://beetlesinthebush.com/2009/08/07/friday-flower-krameria-lanceolata/
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/atriplex-canescens.html
http://bonap.net/MapGallery/County/Atriplex%20canescens.png
http://bonap.net/MapGallery/County/Atriplex%20canescens.png
https://www.wnmu.edu/academic/nspages/gilaflora/atriplex_canescens.html
http://www.efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=242100016


plants that differ from our shrubby tall material. 
However, the type area is presently covered with 
water from a dam on the Missouri River, and it is not 
possible to exclude the possibility of A. canescens as 
it has been interpreted for the past century to have 
existed at that site during the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition, if that is indeed where the lectotype was 
collected.” 

F.  Wire Lettuce (aka Few-
Flowered Wire Lettuce and 
Prairie Skeletonplant), 
Stephanomeria pauciflora, 
is found along the 
southern part of this loop 
walk.  The range of this 
genus is confined to the 
western United States and northern Mexico.  This particular 
species is found in Sonora and Chihuahua in addition to the 
range shown on the BONAP map above.  Skeletonweed, 
which it may be confused with, is a noxious plant and is in a 
different genus.  This species may hybridize with S. 
tenuifolia.  Like many plants in our desert borderlands, this 
one has few leaves. (Photograph from May 20, to the right.) 

G.  Many species of grass are growing at the mid-point of 
this walk, where a wooden walkway (photograph from 
August 18 at the top of following page) crosses the main 
“waterway” of the ciénaga.  (Photograph from May 20, by 
Mike Barnes, at the middle of the following page.)

http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/stephanomeria-pauciflora.html
http://bonap.net/MapGallery/County/Stephanomeria%20pauciflora.png
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/stephanomeria-pauciflora.html
http://bonap.net/MapGallery/County/Stephanomeria%20pauciflora.png


For all practical purposes, the monsoon did not develop in 
2020 so in August there was no water at the boardwalk 
(above).  The grasses were just as beautiful, however, as 
they had been in May (right - Mike Barnes, May 20, 2020).   

Most of the ciénaga appears to lie within the property 
bounds of Faywood Hot Springs.  In spots there are islands 
of yucca and sunflower (below on August 18) “across the 
fence”.   

H.  At the base of the trees we found many Wislizenia 
refracta – Spectacle Fruit, blooming in August (photo - top 
next page).  In the US this species is found in California, 



Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico, and far western Texas.  In 
Mexico it is found in Chihuahua and Sonora. 

I.  In the range of the unexpected were several Koeberlinia 
spinosa var. spinosa, Crown of Thorns, in flower (photo 
following page, August 18).  In April, I took the photograph 
below on Apache Peak (Hill) just north of Lake Valley.  This is 

how I have grown accustomed to seeing this plant:  A 
skeleton of stout sharp spines that you really do not wish to 
venture too close to, and we have that opportunity - as 
shown in the U.S. Geological Survey map of the range of 
this species (left).  The range is limited, and we are at the 
very northern boundary. 

This is a rather remarkable plant.  The leaves have 
diminished to scales, for instance.  It is a tree, and most of 
the photosynthesis happens in the branches, thus their 
bright green color.  Most sources consider it to be one of 
two species in the family Koeberliniaceae.  The other, K. 
holacantha is found in Bolivia.  

http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/koeberlinia-spinosa.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/koeberlinia-spinosa.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/koeberlinia-spinosa.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/koeberlinia-spinosa.html




J.  The watershed for the 
ciénaga is limited, but at 
times the rainfall can be 
intense and the volume of 
water collected by the 
watershed can be 
substantial.  Small arroyos 
channel the water from the 
hillsides into the ciénaga.  
On August 18, the arroyos 
had recently been scoured, 
indicating that a significant 
amount of water had flowed 
through them and down into 
the ciénaga (photo right). 

Along the banks of the 
arroyo there were a few of 
the more common plants of 
the area, including Zinnia 
grandiflora, Plains Zinnia, 
shown below right.  But the 
fact that it is common here 
does not mean that the 
species is common world-
wide.  As shown in the 
BONAP map below, its 
range within the US is 
limited.  In Mexico, it is 
found in the north 
(Chihuahua, Coahuila, 
Sonora, and Zacatecas). 

We also found Chrysactinia 
mexicana, Damianita Daisy 
or simply Damianita 
(photograph from August 18 
at the top of the following 
page) in the arroyo.  Again, 
although common in our 
area, this species has a 
limited range.  Its US range is shown on the BONAP map to 
the right.  In Mexico, it ranges south of the borders with 
Texas and New Mexico to as far south as Puebla.  

And lastly, Eriogonum pharnaceoides, Wirestem Wild 
Buckwheat, Wright's Cudweed, Slender Cudweed, was 
growing on the rocky banks of the arroyo in mid-August 
(see photo at the end of this article).  Within the US, its 
range is restricted to New Mexico, Arizona, and S. E. 
Nevada.  In Mexico, it is found in Chihuahua.   

http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/zinnia-grandiflora.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/zinnia-grandiflora.html
http://bonap.net/MapGallery/County/Zinnia%20grandiflora.png
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/chrysactinia-mexicana.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/chrysactinia-mexicana.html
http://bonap.net/Napa/TaxonMaps/Genus/County/Chrysactinia
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/zinnia-grandiflora.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/zinnia-grandiflora.html
http://bonap.net/MapGallery/County/Zinnia%20grandiflora.png
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The bird species found along this trail are typical of the area 
and include Loggerhead Shrike, Black-throated Sparrow, 
Northern Harrier, and various wrens. 

The route shown earlier does not cover the established trail 
exactly.  The northern half of the route depicted follows an 
arroyo which the formal trail crosses not far from the start 
(or end) of the trail.  The established trail is roughly 1.9 
miles long.  Two loops making for a 4 mile walk is easily 
done, and if you are a runner this is a good trail for that.   

K.  The photograph below was taken along the trail just 
before the arroyo.  The light-colored rectangle just below 
the skyline, right of center, is the ciénega.  The flora and 
fauna of this area are of the Chihuahuan Desert.  City of 
Rocks State Park is at the western fringe of the area covered 
by the Black Range website and just barely included in the 
focus area of this publication.    

The Ciénega Trail is a nice outing, but not at midday in June.  
Remember, there is no shade along this route.



 
Footnote 

1.  Wikipedia got one part of the definition 
wrong when it describes ciénegas as 
unique to the American Southwest.  They 
are also found in northern Mexico. (See 
following article.) 

The Fate of Ciénegas 
A ciénega is a feature with hydrological, 
biological, and geological features.  So 
many components means that there is a lot 
of room for diversity.   

Most of the ciénegas in the Black Range 
have long disappeared under the hooves of 
cattle.  But that is not just an American, or 
New Mexican, phenomenon; it is true in 
Mexico as well. 

Cuatro Ciénegas in northeastern Chihuahua 
may be the most biologically diverse place 
in the world.  (Every nature show you have 
ever seen has someone claiming some 
version of “most diverse”.  But in this case it 
is probably the real thing.)* 

The ciénegas of the Black Range are very 
different from the Cuatro Ciénegas, 
primarily because of the geologic 

formations which the spring water flows through to get to 
the ciénegas.  The chemistry and access to primordial 
archaea** make for an astonishing biological environment.  
I will not dwell on the particulars; if you have an interest, 
see the article referenced below. 

Here I simply want to note that the Mexicans, like their 
neighbors to the north, want to drain the local ciénegas to 
grow alfalfa and water cattle.  A few quick dollars on one 
hand always outweighs the loss of thousands of unique life 
forms (which, most likely, are of huge economic import).  It 
is the human way. 

* Science, 3 July 2020, Vol. 369, Issue 6499, “Improbable 
Oasis - Pools in the Mexican desert are a hot spot of 
microbial diversity - and window into early life”, pp 20- 25,  
by Rodrigo Pérez Ortega.  Map below right is from this 
article. 

 ** Black Range Naturalist, Volume 2, Number 2, April 3, 
2019, “Carl Woese, An Interview With Lloyd Barr”, pp. 
12-14.



11.  Cooke’s Townsite  
Harley Shaw and I had been talking for some time about 
trying to find a disjunct population of Arizona Cypress 
which are said to be in the area of Cooke’s Peak.  In mid-
February we gathered our information and went to see if we 
could find the trees.  Our walk is described in this entry. 

This trail starts at Riley Spring (photo right) south of the 
Cooke’s Peak Township (ruins).  The spring has been tapped 
and fills a cattle tank).  From the spring, the route follows a 
good dirt road north through mine ruins of various types: 
unframed shafts, framed shafts (photo below), what appears 
to be a mill site, the remains of framed buildings, corrals, 
old car frames, etc..  

My trail plotter was having some significant issues on this 
walk.  The walk starts and ends at point “b” on the map 
(following page).  The road mentioned in the previous 
paragraph is clearly visible.  At the point where the red line 
of our walk finally appears (within Cooke’s Peak Township) 
our route followed an old road bed up hill, this quickly 
deteriorated to a route in a narrow and quite heavily 
vegetated ravine.  After we reached some mine workings 
(photo right) we exited the ravine to the north climbing up 
over a ridge and eventually making it to a “good” road.  We 
followed the road up hill until we spotted two Arizona 
Cypress trees, just down slope from the road.  I suspect that 
these trees were naturally planted, even though they are 
growing in an area where there was a significant amount of 
human activity - that is entirely supposition, however, and it 
is entirely possible that the trees were planted by humans. 
 The largest cypress is actually growing on mine tailings.   

We then headed back following the road down to the truck 
(the trail map shows two straight lines where the recorder 
dropped the signal, the walk followed the road which is 
visible on the map). 

This is the general area of  the Faywood Mine of the Jose or 
Cooks (Cooke’s) Peak Mining District.  Only two minerals are 
listed for the Faywood Mine on mindat.org, quartz and 
vanadinite, there were more.  

The walk, as shown in red was a little over two miles, total 
distance was about 3 miles, with a minimum elevation of 
6,004’ and a maximum of 6,597’, the maximum grade on 
the walk was 20%.  The grade, if you travel on the road from 
point “b” to the farthest point in the upper left hand corner, 
is very modest.  The elevation profile of that part of the walk 
shown in red is shown on the next page - the two peaks on 
the right side depict the elevation profile following the 
straight lines on the map above and do not represent the 
grade on the road.



A “road video” is available for this track, from NM 26 to the 
saddle north of Cooke’s Peak. 

Cooke’s 
Townsite, 
photo by 

Devon 
Fletcher

https://vimeopro.com/user21669494/the-roads-of-the-black-range/video/158816558
https://vimeopro.com/user21669494/the-roads-of-the-black-range/video/158816558


12.  Cooke’s Peak  
Contributed by Devon Fletcher 
 
It was a cool fall morning when I did this hike quite a few 
years back.  Our group of Las Cruces Sierra Clubbers and 
other hikers gathered together as an Apache man sang a 
beautiful song under the blue skies that framed "Standing 
Rock" or Cooke's Peak.  We then started cross country 
heading southwest from the corral at the end of the county 
road, and soon picked up the old Boy Scout trail (so I was 
told the name) in OK Canyon.  This trail was pretty easy to 
follow in this southeast facing canyon as it ascends passing  

alligator junipers and the occasional walnut tree.  On the  
north side we began to climb very steeply on some 
switchbacks that weren't quite switchy enough, eventually 
reaching a saddle and then crossing the ridge, where the 
trail, cut high into the steep side of a tributary drainage  
descends (slightly) into an oak woodland at its very head. 
Here the trail, which had been easy to follow (and is also 
highly visible on Google Earth, which was not available at 
the time) was a bit hard to come by, and we did a bit of 
wandering around before finding it heading north up to the 
ridge.  As we got closer to the final pitch up to the peak, it 
disappeared altogether and we made our way as best we 
could through the piñons, junipers and mountain mahogany 
until we reached the bare rock of the summit tower.  There's 
a crack in the rock to follow here that we went on all fours 
to climb.  Once we could stand again it was an easy walk to 
the top, although there is a small gap in the stone that has to 
be hopped over.  It has long drop-offs on either side, so it's 
best to look straight head.  This last part was a little nerve-
rattling, even more so than when I climbed the highpoint of 
the Organ Mountains.  The mountain top is not entirely bare 
as it might appear:  they were few bush-like box elders and 
oaks.  We took in the sights and then descended by the 
same route.  Round trip distance was around 9 miles. 
Elevation gain was over 3,000 feet.  

Since the time that I did this hike the BLM has put it a road 
that bypasses some private property by first heading west 

and then north back to the road through Cooke’s Peak ghost 
town.  The point where it changes direction would be the 
place to park and start the route described here.  Then, by 
walking southwest a 1/2 mile or so, one would pick up the 
trail on the north side of OK Canyon.  It saves around 1.4 
miles roundtrip, which is not much, I know, given the hefty 
overall length and elevation gain, but every little bit counts. 
For an even shorter, steeper adventure, with even more 
sketchy trail finding, read on. 

The bypass road makes it possible (most likely with four 
wheel drive and high clearance) to drive further up the 
mountain through the old mining area and town.  It is very 
rough, but a little less than 1.5 miles from where the bypass 

road rejoins the older road is a mine road that branches off 
to the southwest which now seems to be the preferred 
starting point for climbing the peak.  It does eventually 
bring you to the same ridge on the southeast side of the 
summit tower from which point the ascent of the peak is the 
same as the OK Canyon hike.  Check out Greg Magee's Day 
Hikes and Nature Walks in the Las Cruces-El Paso Area for a 
description of this route. 

A “road video” is available for this track, from NM 26 to the 
saddle north of Cooke’s Peak. 

https://vimeopro.com/user21669494/the-roads-of-the-black-range/video/158816558
https://vimeopro.com/user21669494/the-roads-of-the-black-range/video/158816558


Cooke’s Peak, upper left, and OK Canyon, lower right.

OK Canyon

OK Canyon access above/Cooke’s 
Peak Summit at left



Cooke’s Peak photos by Bob Barsch.  

• Cooke’s Peak from the northeast (top) 

• View from summit (middle) 

• View from summit (bottom 
 



13.  Cooke’s Spring Pass  
 
What do you call this trail?  It has been called many things 
by the Anglos, many more by the Spaniards, and even more 
by the various native peoples.  During the Anglo period it 
was part of the Gila River Train and Wagon Road, or the 
Butterfield Stage Route, or . . . .   Whatever you call it, the 
route from the west side of the range starts at the Starvation 
Draw Detention Dam No. 4 (“1” on the geologic map 
below).  It terminates on the east side at the ruins of Fort 
Cummings (“15” on the map below).  The route which is 
steeped in cultural history is shown in black below.  See the 
link for an extended discussion.  The number protocol is 
consistent throughout this article and repeats on the map at 
the end of the article. 

Geologically this route passes over Tertiary and Quaternary 
era Rock (alluvium).  Most of the Tertiary rock is identified as 
the Rubio Peak Formation.  The surrounding rock is also 

from the Tertiary.  The Tbs formation on the east side of the 
map is Tertiary (Miocene era rock).  The Ks rock to the west 
is from the Lower Cretaceous and the Pa unit is from the 
Lower Permian.  (Download the Massacre Peak Geology 
Map) 

1.  There is a series of detention dams in Starvation Draw.  
This route starts at Detention Dam 4.  The range land of 
Starvation Draw begins to change at the dam.  Just to the 
west of the dam there are nice Cane Cholla, 
Cylindropuntia spinosior.  (Photo top of next page.) 

2. The area behind the dam to the northeast is rich in 
sediment and plants benefit from the greater amount of 
water in the soil.  In this area there are numerous Desert 
Willow trees (photo below left) and very old Mesquite.   

3. A population of Echinocereus chloranthus subsp. 
rhyolithensis - or if you wish E. rhyolithensis, a newly 
described species - is found on the slopes in this area and 
is pictured below.  Information is in short supply.  

 

Chilopsis linearis - Desert Willow - Frying 
Pan Canyon, Photographed on May 21, 2018.
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Speciation determinations in cactus are often contentious 
and uncertain.  We treat the population as the new 
species, but . . . . 

4. On the hillside above the dam there is one of the best 
Mimbres-era petroglyph sites in the southwestern part of 
the United States.  (See www.ancientpeoples.org for 
photos.)  At the base of the hillside, in the Ks formation, 
there are many grinding holes.  Ks is “Sarten Sandstone - 
Light-gray to yellowish-gray, medium to massive-
bedded, fine to medium-grained sandstone . . . 
crossbedding and ripple marks fairly common . . . .”   (See 
map link.)  Most of the glyphs are in the Pa formation, 
mostly on the sandstone.  Pa is  “Abo Formation . . . 
breccias, conglomerates, red shale, shaly limestone, and 
fine sandstone.” (See map link.) 

5. Frying Pan Spring.  A fault runs down Frying Pan Canyon, 
dipping to the east.  To the west of the fault is the Ks 
formation mentioned above, to the east is Trt (tuff of the 
Rubio Peak Formation) capped by “Dark-gray to black 
basalts, basaltic andesites, andesites, and latites” and Trf, 
which is also part of the Rubio Peak Formation.  The 

eroded area through the rock, photo to right, is most 
likely the fault line.  

6. The geologic map depicts three cross-sections.  The “B” 
line is shown here and runs just south of this route.  It is 
the diagonal line marked as “6” on the previous page. 

Area in the wash near Frying Pan Spring, old junipers 
 and water-eroded rock along a fault line.

Cylindropuntia spinosior, Cane Cholla, just west of Detention Dam 4.  
This particular plant had a Cactus Wren nest embedded in it.  May.

http://ancientpeoples.org/north-america/the-united-states/new-mexico/pony-hills--frying-pan/
http://ancientpeoples.org/north-america/the-united-states/new-mexico/pony-hills--frying-pan/


There is more relief (elevation change) along the “B” 
transect than along the route discussed here (which 
follows the pass).  

7. Generally the area to the 
north of this route is in a 
Wilderness Study Area 
where the use of motor 
vehicles is prohibited.  My 
experience in this area is 
limited so I am not able to 
access the degree to which 
these regulations are 
adhered to.  On February 7 
of this year we shared the 
route with a pair of ATV’s 
which seemed to be 
compliant. 

8. Near the crest of the pass, 
there is a road which forks 
off of the Butterfield Trail 
and heads northwest to 
Frying Pan Spring.  
Although I knew the 
location of the spring, and 
the old stage route, I had 

never really understood what the route was like for 
groups like the Mormon Battalion when they came 
through this area.  After leaving Cooke’s Spring they 
crossed the pass on this route and camped near the 
detention dam, after getting water at Frying Pan spring.  I 
had always assumed that they must have made camp and 
then headed up the wash to the spring.  It is more likely 
that they took this cut-off and went directly to the spring, 
making camp near-by or near the detention dam (which 
is a large flat area).  Makes sense when you walk it . . .  

9. Photo below:  Looking east along the route from the high 
point of the pass.  ATV’s referenced above are center left. 

10. The view of Massacre Peak is striking from this point on 
the route. 

11. Photo top of next page:  Stream cuts in the area often 
show dramatic geological strata.  In the case of this 
photo, tuff (Rubio Peak Formation Trt) over other layers. 

12. Middle photo next page:  Mormon Tea, Ephedra trifurca, 
is found along the route at this point. 

13. Bottom photo next page:  We found this Spiny Cliff 
Brake, Pellaea truncata, beneath a juniper which provide 
some shade for a water break.  This species is found in 
the American southwest and northern Mexico.  The type 
specimen of this species was collected in the Mule 
Mountains of Arizona in August 1911 by Leslie N. 
Goodding.  Goodding was considered a leading expert 
on the flora of the Southwestern United States.  See 
www.blackrange.org for a more extensive discussion and 
an image of the type specimen of this species.  

http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/ephedra-trifurca.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/pella-truncata-2.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/ephedra-trifurca.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/flora/pella-truncata-2.html


The route shown on the map at the end of 
this article is roughly 3.6 miles each way.  I 
say roughly because the battery of my trail 
plotter became exhausted at the black dot 
on the right side of the map.  At that point, it 
had registered 3.2 miles.  We continued from 
the point where it ceased to record to the 
saddle of the ridge we had climbed to view 
the country to the east.  This part of the walk 
was the most strenuous, a walk up a steep 
ranch road.  After reaching the saddle, 
Rebecca explored more upslope.  We then  
turned northeast and headed down slope to 
the old Butterfield Stage corral site where 
we had a late lunch (“14” on the maps).  This 
part of the route is shown by the red arrows.  
After lunch we made our return trip via the 
route shown by the blue-green arrow, this 
northern route skirts the ridge we had just 
crossed and is basically flat. 

The view from the top of the ridge 
impressed me greatly.  The valley south of 
Lake Valley spreads out both north and south 
of where we were.  These are the Nutt 
Grasslands, the northern edge of the 
Chihuahuan Desert in our area.  I was also 
impressed with how difficult it was to pick 
out the ruins of Fort Cummings, even though 
I knew where they would be -  I might not 
have found them except for the fact that the 
roof of the spring house at Cooke’s Spring 
was more-or-less visible. 

We plotted the trail on February 7 and it 
proved to be a good time for a hike.   There 
is little shade along the route, except for the 
occasional juniper.  During the heat of the 
summer there are more flowers in bloom, 
more reptiles to be seen, and in general 
more to see from a natural history 
perspective - but there will be a price if you 
go at this time of year.   

On our walk during February several things 
became more clear to me.  I had long 
considered the pass to be simply a question 
of getting from one water source to the next.  
To fully understand how important this 
consideration was to the peoples of the 
southwest prior to the modern age please 
read Wood Plenty, Grass Good, Water None 
by Harley Shaw.  But I had never considered 
how easy this pass is.  Although there are a 
lot of cobbles on the road and you can easily 
twist an ankle that may be the least of your 
worries (unless you travel it in summer).   

http://online.flipbuilder.com/mxzm/atgl/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/mxzm/atgl/


Secondly, the pass had a 
deadly reputation in the late 
1800’s when stages, riders, 
and cattle drives had to deal 
with attacks from the Apaches 
and robberies from Anglos 
and Mexicans.  A lot of people 
died along this route.  There 
are many ambush sites along 
the way, if you are thinking in 
that vein it becomes painfully 
clear why this was a 
dangerous place. 

And lastly, this is a short route.  
Three and a half miles gets 
you through the pass, from 
Cooke’s Spring to Starvation 
Draw and on your way to the 
Mimbres river.  And you have 
the option of a stop at Frying 
Pan Spring if you wish (note 
that on our visit to the Spring 
two years ago it was dry). 

14. Among the possible 
reptile species you can 
encounter is the Long-
nosed Leopard Lizard.  It 
can grow to 10 inches in 
length and is capable of 
jumping up to two feet 
when catching prey (and I 
assume at other times).  “A 
seasonal breeding 
coloration develops in 
adult females: orange to 
red pigment emerges on 
the sides of the head, 
flanks, thighs, and the 
ventral surface of the 
tail.”  (Lizards of the 
American Southwest,  A Photographic Field 
Guide, Lawrence L. C. Jones and Robert E. Lovich 
editors, specific article by Bradford D. 
Hollingsworth, Rio Nuevo Publishers, p. 124.) The 
middle photo shows this coloration - and we 
heartily endorse the reference cited above. 

15. Some of the ruins of Ft. Cummings are shown to 
the right.  From the height of the ridge above 
they were easy to overlook but easy enough to 
discern when you were able to pick out where 
they were in the scrub and grasslands below.  
These walls are of adobe and will dissolve into 
the earth if it continues to rain in our area, all 
thirteen inches a year. 

Long-nosed Leopard Lizard, Gambelia wislizenii, Cooke’s Spring (above) 
and female at Frying Pan Canyon (below).  Both in May.

http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/reptiles-and-amphibians/reptiles-and-amphibians-2/gambelia-wislizenii.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/reptiles-and-amphibians/reptiles-and-amphibians-2/gambelia-wislizenii.html
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https://www.amazon.com/Lizards-American-Southwest-Photographic-Field/dp/1933855355/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=lizards+of+the+american+southwest&qid=1576591998&s=books&sr=1-1
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https://www.amazon.com/Lizards-American-Southwest-Photographic-Field/dp/1933855355/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=lizards+of+the+american+southwest&qid=1576591998&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Lizards-American-Southwest-Photographic-Field/dp/1933855355/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=lizards+of+the+american+southwest&qid=1576591998&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Lizards-American-Southwest-Photographic-Field/dp/1933855355/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=lizards+of+the+american+southwest&qid=1576591998&s=books&sr=1-1


1.  Massacre Peak from the 
detention dam, the dotted black 
arrow on the map to the right 
shows the angle of view.  
Massacre Peak is named for, you 
guessed it, the massacre of 
anglos by indians at the base of 
the peak.  The location of 
massacres of indians by anglos 
are rarely referenced on maps.

10.  Massacre Peak has a 
dramatically different aspect 
when viewed from about the half-
way point on the trail.  For this 
spot it is a distinctive landmark.  
Again, the dotted black arrow 
shows the direction of the 
photographic shot.

Cooke’s Spring is a lesson in the natural history of our area.  
In 1851 it was described as “a pool, some 50 feet across, 
surrounded by rushes.  The water is a little brackish, but the 
grass in the vicinity is excellent.”  Later, after the sheep and 
cattle drives, after the wagon trains, after - well you get the 
picture - after people, it was little more than a mud hole.  But 
there was water.  In 1881, the AT & SF Railroad built the 
spring house shown (from 1882) to the right and piped the 
water to the Florida Station on their railway.  By that time the 
use of the pass as a transportation corridor had ceased to 

exist.  Now it 
is used by 
ranchers, 
hikers, 
hunters, and 
ATV owners.  
There are no 
longer any 
big trees at 
the site.

http://www.blackrange.org/the-human-history-of-the/towns-of-the-black-range/ft-cummings-and-cookes/
http://www.blackrange.org/the-human-history-of-the/towns-of-the-black-range/ft-cummings-and-cookes/
http://www.blackrange.org/the-human-history-of-the/towns-of-the-black-range/ft-cummings-and-cookes/
http://www.blackrange.org/the-human-history-of-the/towns-of-the-black-range/ft-cummings-and-cookes/
http://www.blackrange.org/the-human-history-of-the/towns-of-the-black-range/ft-cummings-and-cookes/
http://www.blackrange.org/the-human-history-of-the/towns-of-the-black-range/ft-cummings-and-cookes/


1

15

10

14

8
5



14.  Frying Pan Spring 
The walk to Frying Pan Spring is surrounded by history.  The 
walk is on the southwestern edge of the Cooke’s Range 
(which is treated as an extension of the Black Range here).  
It is a beautiful place, full of colorful flora (dozens of mature 
Desert Willows) and exotic fauna (Long-nosed Leopard 
Lizards).  But it is the human history which sets this place 
apart.  Additional photos on the Black Range website. 

I first went to this area looking for petroglyphs (Mogollon 
Culture).  I had a photograph of a glyph from somewhere 
and in the background there was some of the landscape.  I 
knew the general location I would be looking at and figured 
out the approximate area I would be going to in my search 
for the glyphs.  Getting there proved to be a bit of an issue. 
Eventually we figured out the route (not nearly as clear as 
the blue line on the map which follows, when you are on the 
ground); the road video to the area is shown here. 

My first trips to the area were limited to exploring the 
petroglyph site.  Photographs of the glyphs at that site may 
be seen on the ancientpeoples.org website. 

As seen in the video (link above), the road into the 
Starvation Creek Check Dam left a lot to be desired at the 
time of these early visits.  This month (May 2018) I have 
visited the area twice and found that the road had been 
smoothed out by a road grader and the trip in was quite 
easy.  Note, however, that after the first rains the road will 
be in much worse shape with wash-outs of unknown 
significance.   

The purpose of these last visits was to find the Frying Pan 
Spring site and clarify a bit of history.   

From page 41 of Cooke’s Peak - Pasaron Por Aqui - A Focus 
on United States History in Southwestern New Mexico, by 
Donald Howard Couchman, 1990 - Cultural Resources 
Bulletin No. 7 of the United States Bureau of Land 
Management (26.1 MB):   

"On November 17, 1846, Cooke (ed. - left Cooke’s Spring 
and) took up the march early but did not progress far 
because the guides reported no more water, except for 
a small spring near the west end of the canyon (today 
named Frying Pan Spring) and the Rio Mimbres, another 18 
miles away.  Accordingly a halt was called by mid-morning. 
Of the march through the canyon, Cooke grumbled:  

'Another bright morning, with a cold northwester (the wind 
has been shifting to the north dropping the temperature). 
I marched to the southwest, up a  winding valley and 
over the ridge, down to near the verge of the open 
prairie beyond; up a ravine to the right of the road 
(going to the north ) is the water.  In this mouth of the pass I 
was compelled to encamp a little after ten o’clock, having 
marched only three miles. (ed. - The route followed is shown 
on the map to the right from page 40 or the referenced 
work.) 

Cooke also noted that the ridge was covered with fine, hard, 
brown sandstone (Sarten sandstone) and that there were 
new plant varieties including an oak and Spanish bayonet. 
He also observed a flock of previously unnoted slate-
colored “partridges” with plumed heads (ed. - Gambel’s 
Quail).   

It was fortunate that the day’s progress was curtailed so 
early for it provided the men an opportunity to hunt, 
explore, and  observe their surroundings in much greater 
detail than almost anywhere on the entire journey, and of 
even greater value, to record what they had observed.  
Perhaps most important to the Mormons was the discovery 
of the Massacre Peak Mimbres site adjacent to their 
campground.  Henry Standage (Company E) wrote that:  

'Close to our camp is some traces or proof of the 
Nephites once living here.  Large entrances into the rocks 
and several pestles and mortars found made of rock, also 
some pieces of ancient crockery ware, showing that a 
people has once lived here who knew how to make 
such things, whereas the  Indians who now inhabit these 
parts do not understand such things.  We found a great 
many hieroglyphics engraven in the rocks, which 
resembled those found in Pike Co. Illinois.  I take this for 
good circumstantial evidence of the Divine authenticity of 
the Book of Mormon.' 

Daniel Tyler (Company C) was perhaps not as well rounded 
as Standage, because when he recorded that 'there were at 
least thirty holes cut in the solid rock, from ten to fourteen 
inches deep, and from six to ten inches in diameter,' he 
attributed the Indian grinding mortars to be 'for the 
purpose of catching and retaining water when showers 
occurred.’ Tyler also observed that mining had occurred 
there for precious metals.  Perhaps this was a further 
misinterpretation of the Indian cave entrances or that 
the mortars might have been used for grinding ore.

http://www.blackrange.org/the-natural-history-of-the/trails/frying-pan-spring/frying-pan-canyon-cookes.html
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Tyler, however, was better informed when it came to flora 
and fauna, because he made much the same observations as 
Cooke regarding the quail, oak and Spanish Bayonet."  
 
Cooke spoke of camping at the mouth of the pass and that 
water was north up a canyon.  Cooke camped just east of 
where the Starvation Creek Check Dam (Detention Dam 
Number 4) is currently found.  The glyphs are nearby, 

allowing for easy exploration from that camp.  His route was 
most likely the same as that which would become the 
Butterfield Stage Route from Cooke’s Spring. 

The walk from the Starvation Creek Check Dam site to 
Frying Pan Spring (shown in red on the map on the next 
page) is about 4 miles roundtrip.  It starts along the track

Frying Pan Spring Stock Tank

In the past, metal pipe ran from Frying Pan Spring to the stock tank (the capped spring site is 
shown following the map on the next page).  Now hoses are used to transfer the water.





which was the stage route and then turns north (at the 
approximate location of Cooke’s camp) up Frying Pan 
Canyon.  On our visit of May 21, 2018 we found the spring 
dry. 

Now for a bit of surmising:  I suspect that the Mimbres 
people had a check dam at the approximate location of the 
current retention dam.  This would replicate the situation at 
the Pony Hills glyph site just 5 miles to the west.  A small 
check dam would have impounded enough water for the 
flat fields to the east of the dam.  The glyphs, mortar holes, 
habitation enclosures etc. found on the hillside go hand and 
hand with an agricultural site. 

This is a nice walk with flora, fauna, and history.  There is 
little shade, no dependable water, and the usual poisonous 
creatures and carnivores may be present.  The walk is along 
an old road and up a wash; footing may not be stable. 

Although a lot of attention is paid to Cooke’s passage in the 
discussion above, it should be noted that he was far from 
the first to use this route/spring.  This was a well known 
passage by the time the Mormon Battalion came along. 





Just north of the spring there is a plunge site in the wash, probably very dramatic when it rains.



15.  Sadler Mine 
The Sadler Mine (Saddler Mine, in some sources) is located 
at the southeastern end of the Pony Hills (Fluorite Ridge), 
northeast of Deming.  At about MP 6, turn north off of       
NM 26, on to Greenleaf Road (Green Leaf Road and/or 
County Road 16, or A016 in some sources).  When you reach 
the Pony Hills Ridge, which are the hills on the left of the 
road as you approach from the south, there will be several 

structures on your left.  These structures were part of the 
Greenleaf Mine complex.  The road to the Saddler Mine is 
more or less obvious, high clearance is recommended. 

The abandoned mine marker for the Sadler Mine adit is 
shown below, the marker for the Sadler Mine Stope, as well 
as the stope, is shown on the next page.  An adit is what I 
grew up calling a mine, it is a horizontal hole dug in the side 
of a mountain.   A stope is a hole, it can have a number of 
configurations depending on the method of mining which 

Abandoned Mine marker for the Saddler Mine Adit (above) Saddler Mine Pony Hills (below)



is used.  To be a stope, the ore/mineral/etc. must have been 
excavated from the area to create the hole (vs. a shaft or adit 
which may be dug to get to a body of ore etc.). 

Fluorite was the object of mining at Greenleaf and Sadler, 
an especially important commodity during the Second 
World War.  That is why the Federal Government built the 
access road into the area.  See New Mexico Bureau of Mines 
and Mineral Resources Bulletin 21 - Fluorspar Resources of 
New Mexico - prepared by the US Geological Survey. pp 
123 - 142 (Fluorite Ridge Mines) for more information about 

this area, including an excellent write-up of the mining and 
mining history of this site. 

The Sadler Mine is the oldest fluorspar mine in the Fluorite 
Ridge area.  It was developed on the Susan No. 1 claim in 
1909 by the American Fireman’s Mining Company.  Before 
being abandoned it was operated by several other entities, 
including G. M. Sadler.  Some of the surface structures are 
still visible at the Sadler Mine (photo follow and in this 
photo gallery).

Saddler Mine Stope Abandonment Marker (above), the stope (below).

http://www.blackrange.org/the-human-history-of-the/mining/the-mines-of-the-black/the-cookes-peak-mining/sadler-mine/flourite-ridge-mines.pdf
http://www.blackrange.org/the-human-history-of-the/mining/the-mines-of-the-black/mine-photos/saddler-mine.html
http://www.blackrange.org/the-human-history-of-the/mining/the-mines-of-the-black/the-cookes-peak-mining/sadler-mine/flourite-ridge-mines.pdf
http://www.blackrange.org/the-human-history-of-the/mining/the-mines-of-the-black/mine-photos/saddler-mine.html




The view east, from the mine, is shown above.  The San Juan 
workings are at center left and the Greenleaf complex is in 
the upper center of the photograph. 





16.  China Draw 
Contributed by Devon Fletcher 
This small rock art site is in Luna County, north of Deming, 
close to the larger and more well-known sites at Pony Hills 
and Frying Pan Canyon.  The China Draw Site is on a section 
of state trust land, a stone’s throw away from the Hidden 
Valley Ranch RV resort, which is at the terminus of well-
maintained county road (see left arrow on map below).  I am 
sure it gets visited by lots of people, yet on the day I visited 
with friends, we were the only folks there, wandering 
among the sandstone outcrops and boulders, and even 
climbing on top of a few to see what we could discover.  
Lower down just up from the bank of the draw is a dark gray 
rock covered with an assortment of  elaborate petroglyphs.  
Further up the hillside are three orange and tan outcrops 
that are about 15 feet high.  They are surrounded by 

numerous grinding mortars and have petroglyphs on every 
side and on top.  Many of the glyphs are similar in style to 
those found at Pony Hills and Frying Pan, but as always 
there are few that seem unique to the site.   We explored the 
many outcrops, boulders and few cliffs, but it seemed that 
most of the art was concentrated in these two spots.  I had 
begun to walk up to the higher cliffs, when I heard "the 
buzz" and quickly scoped out the thin neck and triangular 
head of a blacktail rattler in little hollow among the rocks.  I 
turned back, so there could be a few more petroglyphs up 
high although I doubt it.  I have been very close to this site 
on two different hikes over the years, and I've known of its 
existence for many years, but for some reason had never 
took the time to look at it.  Given its ease or access, and 
perhaps even without, it certainly exceeded all of our 
expectations. 

See also: McGee Canyon (right arrow on map below).



The state, BLM, and private land boundaries at China Draw.  
The blue color indicates state land, the reddish tone is 
private, and the dirty yellow color is BLM managed land.  A 
New Mexico State Trust Lands recreation permit is required 
for visiting sites on state lands. 

Additional photos from this site can be found in the photo 
galleries of ancientpeoples.org.

http://ancientpeoples.org
http://ancientpeoples.org


17.  McGee Canyon 
Contributed by Devon 
Fletcher 
To reach McGee Canyon, drive 
north from NM-26 on the Greenleaf 
Mine Road (a well maintained 
county road).  We drove north until 
we reached a very slow road just 
past Starvation Draw Dam # 2, 
stopping at a point about a mile 
directly west of McGee Canyon.  It 
is possible to halve that distance by 
using a different low maintenance 
road that also heads northeast from 
a point close to the east end of the 
Starvation Draw Dam # 1.  
 
McGee Canyon is a rocky little  
defile on BLM land, that incises 
itself deeply into the ridge that is 
the western edge of Frying Pan 
Canyon.  It heads west for less than 
a mile before joining the much 
larger arroyo that is dammed by 
Starvation Draw Dam # 3.  Coming 
at it from the west we crossed 
creosote flats, climbed a few mounds, eased in and out a 
couple of large arroyos, and stepped over another road as 
well.  It is not on maps as far as I can tell.  Where it starts, I 
can't say.  All the while we kept a line toward some cliffs 
that we took to be the entrance to the little canyon.  At the 
mouth was a large juniper, and there were more further up 
the stream course as well.  There was also the high dried 
grasses of last summer, and much scrub oak, which were 
further indicators that water lingers in this canyon and that 
it may even have seasonal springs.  We all speculated that in 
times past perhaps China Draw and Starvation Draw 

themselves had, if not perennial flow, then extended 
seasons of surface flow.  Which may explain why this place 
was attractive to ancient peoples. 

We found an old mine with blue-gray tailings that had 
hardened like cement, a "cave" made from 3 massive  
boulders leaning against each other, grinding mortars, and 
of course many  petroglyphs. 
 
What we did not find was the icon for this site: the large 
Sunman, a humanoid with a small head, large eyes and a 

rectangular spiral for a body.  I would gladly 
revisit to find him.  

NOTE:  The case could be made that the art at 
the McGee Canyon and China Draw sites are 
less abundant and perhaps lacks the 
craftsmanship, artistry and imagination that is 
so apparent at both Pony Hills and Frying Pan 
Canyon, but their proximity makes it easy to 
visit all four with two different hikes.  China 
Draw can be seen by extending a visit to Pony 
Hills (or vice versa) perhaps just a little more 
than a mile, and very short loop hike could 
allow one to visit both Frying Pan and McGee 
Canyon. 

Additional photos from this site can be found 
in the photo galleries of ancientpeoples.org.

http://ancientpeoples.org
http://ancientpeoples.org


Published in Hillsboro, New Mexico


	Walks in the Black Range
	In the southwest of the United States a trail is a way of getting from one point to another, it is not necessarily a path, a road, a track… it is a way.  It may be a formal trail, it may be a ridgeline, it may be a wash, it may be an old road, it may be a line of sight.  Some version of all of these trail types are found in this edition.
	This is a project of the Black Range Website, www.blackrange.org.  The website, its magazine, The Black Range Naturalist, Flora+ of the Black Range, and other publications are intended to be community efforts.  If you would like to provide a trail write-up for a future edition please do so - contact Bob Barnes at rabarnes@blackrange.org.
	This is electronic media, it is not available in hard copy, you can not buy it.  It is free.  If you have a copy, please forward it to anyone who might like to have it.  The Black Range website does not accept advertisements nor does it accept monetary donations.  It is “not-for-revenue”.  It is about sharing knowledge.  This publication is available as a .pdf on the Black Range Website or in magazine format at our bookcase.
	This publication is offered to you under a Creative Commons non-commercial license, you are free to use it for whatever non-commercial use you wish (except that the copyrights of trail descriptions submitted by anyone other than Bob Barnes are retained by the submitter).  Copyright will be aggressively enforced and penalties exercised in the case of any unauthorized commercial use.
	All descriptions of trails are accurate as of the time they are written.  But the Black Range is a rugged place and changes to the trails can happen quickly.  Therefore, when you walk one of these trails it may not be like the one described here.
	As noted above, the Black Range is a rugged place, it is a place where you can get hurt and it can be a long time (most trail distances are not long in the Black Range - but it can take a while to get from “A” to “B”) before you get help, so be careful.  The Black Range has its share of potentially dangerous critters, other than an occasional snake bite, I have never heard of that potentiality being realized - be warned, but most of all be happy.
	Recognition should be given to the Southern New Mexico Explorer blog of Devon Fletcher, which is not affiliated with the Black Range Website or its projects.  His blog is the best source of information on the trails of Southern New Mexico.  He has kindly provided several trail descriptions for use in this volume.
	Unattributed work is by Bob Barnes.
	The Trails
	Lower Gallinas Canyon This trail starts at NM-152 and heads south down a canyon with a nice spring to Gallinas Creek.  From there it heads downstream.  The parking area for this walk is the same which may be used for the Rabb Park hikes and Noonday Canyon hike found in Volume 3.
	Bull Trap Canyon, Lower Silver Creek Falls This trail starts at the old Lower Gallinas Campground, heads downstream and then east and south across a ridge and into Bull Trap Canyon.  Sections may be difficult.
	Sawyers Peak Trail
	This is one of the standards of the Black Range.  It starts at Emory Pass and follows the Black Range Crest Trail south to Sawyers Peak.  This trail changes with the most recent fire, flood, and/or snow storm but remains basically the same.
	South Percha - Drummond Canyon
	This trail starts at a pullout on the south side of NM 152 and follows an old mining road down to South Percha Creek.  From that point it is possible to hike up Drummond Canyon which is immediately across the stream; turn right and head west upstream to a nice spring in a little park; or head east, downstream on the South Percha.
	Southwest Canyon
	Access to this hiking area is from a large pull-out on the south side of NM 152 about a mile west of Kingston.  From the pull-out a road leads down into the canyon which can be explored upstream and downstream.
	Bloodgood Spring and Homesite
	This short walk starts at or near the Kingston Cemetery.  Cross NM 152 and head down the drainage following an old road bed (although a nice trail, a road it is not).  Bloodgood Spring is not far down the drainage.  There are several “artesian” (meaning the water bubbles up from the rock - not just out of a seep) low-flow springs at this site.  Farther down the road is the old homesite.  Other walk options abound at that point.
	Forest Trail #134
	Forest Trails 134 and 135 are accessed (at the east end of the trail) from Tierra Blanca Road.  There is a road video which shows the road from NM 27 to the
	trailheads.  This trail heads west from the trailhead up a mostly level stream bottom until it gets serious and climbs to the crest of the Black Range.
	Forest Trail #135
	This trail heads west from the trailhead up a mostly level stream bottom until it gets serious and climbs to the crest of the Black Range.   Very beautiful.
	Grandview Trail
	We have approached this trail from the crest of the Black Range and from the west.  We have not walked it all the way through.  Although the upper part of the trail is in reasonable shape (after you find it) - remember it is two miles from Emory Pass to this trailhead - the lower section is a mess.
	9A.  Lower and Middle FT-146 and FR-523          (Grandview Trail and Silver Creek Road)
	This trail description covers the middle portion of the Grandview Trail (not covered in “9” and the continuation of FR 523 on the north side of Silver Creek.
	Ciénega Trail - City of Rocks State Park
	The trailhead for this walk is just north of NM 61 on the City of Rocks State Park road.  This is rare habitat for the Black Range.
	Cooke’s Townsite
	From the townsite west (and up) to the saddle north of Cooke’s Peak.
	Cooke’s Peak
	Cooke’s Peak is the land mark of the southern Black Range.  This walk is an easy way to study  the history of Cooke’s Townsite and the adjacent mining ruins.
	Massacre Peak/Cooke’s Spring Pass
	This route follows the old Butterfield Stage Coach Route (known by many earlier names) from Cooke’s Spring at Fort Cummings to Frying Pan Canyon.
	Frying Pan Spring
	The walk from the Starvation Creek Detention Dam No. 4 site to Frying Pan Spring is about 4 miles roundtrip.  It starts along the track which was the Butterfield stage route and then turns north (at the approximate location of Cooke’s camp) up Frying Pan Canyon.
	Sadler Mine Mine site at the south end of Pony Hills, to the west of Green Leaf Mine.
	China Draw To the west of Pony Hills near an RV camping site.  This is a short walk to a petroglyph site located on State Trust Land.
	McGee Canyon This petroglyph site is northwest of the Pony Hills site.  The “trailhead” is roughly in the vicinity of that used for the Pony Hills petroglyph site.  From there hike east across Starvation Draw to a retention dam.
	Generally speaking, the trails in this volume are grouped along the NM 152 corridor in the north and the area dominated by Cooke’s Peak in the south.  The significant area in between the two is not covered in this edition.
	Lower Gallinas Canyon The trail starts at a turnout on the south side of Highway 152 about 1.5 miles west of the Lower Gallinas Campground.  Across NM 152 (on the north side) is the road which leads down to the Noonday Canyon and Rabb Park walks described in Volume 3.  The walk described here has two distinct sections.  From the trailhead the walk heads south and downhill, passing a spring before reaching the stream.  The second half of the walk is along the stream.
	1.   Starting down the trail you will quickly encounter many individuals of Gambel Oak, Quercus gambelii.  This species will present as a shrub or a rather significant tree, usually less than 30’ tall, but sometimes twice that, depending on the soil conditions at the site.  On this walk there are several “big” mature trees, like that pictured above.  Gambel Oak is the only native oak in the west which has deeply-lobed leaves.
	2.  Well maintained Chipmunk Spring is about half-way down the first section of trail.  The photo at the top right, on the next page, shows the small canyon below the spring, with water from the spring flowing freely.  The water does not make it all the way to the stream below.
	The spring, pictured below and at the top left of the  next map, has a protected water outlet and piping to the cattle trough.  It has enough flow that there is a bit of overflow, making a short green oasis flowing down the hill.
	3. Cylindropuntia spinosior, Cane Cholla, was beginning its yearly growth on May 11, 2020 - the day we plotted this trail.  (See photo at bottom left on the next page.)  How it develops its branched form is clearly visible at this time of year.
	4.  The other common oak on the walk down the hill is Quercus grisea, Gray Oak, shown in the top photograph on the right.
	5.  In the canyon bottom there were several vines growing along the stream.  Second from the top on the right is the Canyon Grape, Vitis arizonica, which is very common in this type of habitat in the Black Range.
	6.  Less common, but not rare, is Parthenocissus vitacea, Virginia Creeper, third from the top on the right.
	7.  And, lastly - for the vines - Toxicodendron rydbergii, Poison Ivy (right).
	2.  Bull Trap Canyon, Lower Silver Creek Falls Contributed by Devon Fletcher Lower Gallinas Campground (now closed) is about 6.5 miles west of Emory Pass on NM 152.  There is parking at several pullouts on both sides of the road.
	To get to the falls it is a tough 3 mile (one way) hike that includes climbing up and over a 500 foot ridge and scrambles in both lower Bull Trap and Silver Creek.  If you go when there’s good water, it will be worth it.
	My hike started from the closed Lower Gallinas Campground on a perfect October day.  I walked down the old road, now almost completely concealed by tall grass past camp sites unused now for  years.  About 4/10 of a mile from the now locked gate, I found the trail that goes up a side canyon on the south, I started up through pines and lichen covered boulders.  All was going well.  This was definitely a human created trail, and was in pretty good shape for not being maintained or used much (by humans) in many years.  Unfortunately, at a crucial juncture, there was a washout with abundant debris that concealed the trail which headed off to the left.
	I stayed straight, and now made my way very, very steeply up a gully and then began weaving my way through trees up to the top of the ridge.  It was so steep that I was resting about every tenth step to catch my breath.  When I got to the crest of the ridge, I was not surprised in the least to see that I was much higher up than I had planned to be.  In fact it was the exact mistake I was trying to avoid when I was researching on my maps and Google Earth.
	Well, I got over the drift fence up there and started taking myself down towards Bull Trap.  I found a pretty good trail on the other side for part of the way and then continued in the creek bed southwest until I was in the main canyon.
	Bull Trap was big and wide with tall ponderosas and no sign of fire damage whatsoever.  Water trickled from puddle to puddle.  I had to climb around a well-constructed rock dam, and sunk into a bit of quicksand when I got back down to the stream.  Luckily I had already planted my lead foot on solid ground so I was able to pull out quickly before sinking in too far in the deceptive mix of gravel, sand and water.
	Further down, past the cliffs on the south side, Bull Trap gets very narrow.  There are small waterfalls, boulders and stretches of bedrock.  One of the falls which pulses through a chute in the bedrock about as big around as baseball bat, I decided to name Peashooter Falls.
	A few ash trees, five leaf ivy vines and walnut trees provided a bit of fall color.  Willows and locusts crowded the stream.  Just as things were opening up a bit I realized I was coming to the confluence with the Silver Creek.
	Silver had a lot more water than Bull Trap, and I thought if Bull Trap had some small falls, maybe Silver Creek would have some bigger ones.  I began marching upstream, with the anticipation providing the extra energy my legs needed.
	Soon I was in a bare rock little box confronting the steepest of several water slides.  I put down my gear and went scrambling up, encountering more slides punctuated by small falls.  At the very back of the box a waterfall of at least 40 feet in three tiers was gushing from the gray rock.  A wonderful, exciting discovery that certainly was one of the highlights of 20 plus years of exploring the Black Range.
	These are just a couple more of those magical spots in the Black Range that, though not far from NM 152 as the crow flies, are magnificently remote, unknown and unspoiled.
	On the return I flushed out the same spotted owl from his perch that I had disturbed on my way in.  I saw what I'm pretty sure was badger down by the rock dam as he headed back up hill after getting a drink.  Earlier on in the hike I had seen tracks with claw impressions in the sand at this same spot, and  assumed they belonged to a small bear.  Now it made more sense that they belonged to this seldom seen forest carnivore.
	I found the trail leading up to the saddle easily where there was an actual gate in the fence.  I then followed the real trail all the way back down, placing a cairn in the spot where I had gone astray on the way up.
	I ate my snacks at an old picnic table under one of the many giant alligator junipers found in the abandoned campground, and then I was on my way with my spirit changed for the better, as almost always, by spending a day in the Gila.
	A general depiction of this route on a contour overlay is shown on the previous page and the exact route discussed here is shown on the satellite view at the left.
	3.  Sawyers Peak Trail Locally, the section of the Black Range Crest Trail which runs south from Emory Pass to Sawyer’s Peak is known as the Sawyers Peak Trail.  The Trail is 3.9 miles long and has a net elevation gain of 1,638 feet.  It is generally considered a moderate walk.  Note, however, that since the Silver Fire the exposure to the sun along this route is much more intense than it was in the past.
	Trail condition as of June 2019:  There are sections of blowdown along the trail, but the trail, see above, is generally easy to follow.  The section of trail from Emory Pass to the Grandview Trail Junction was in very good condition.  Above the junction there was a significant amount of blowdown for about a quarter of a mile.  Further along, the blowdown decreased, and for the last mile or so the trail was in good condition.  There is no longer a “trail” from the Crest Trail to the summit of Sawyers Peak.  Route finding is easy, however.  Once you get to the saddle at the base of the peak turn west and go up.
	The natural history along this trail is typical of the Crest Trail generally.  There are ladybugs found at the summit of Sawyers Peak in the summer.
	The caption numbers for the following photographs are keyed to the route map at the end of this trail entry.  We start at the peak and head north to Emory Pass in this description - it is easier that way since it is downhill.  The first link (in red) in each caption links to our photo gallery of the species at the Black Range Website, www.blackrange.org.
	As we crossed the ridge to the west side of the range we found Jacob’s Ladder, Yellow Salsify, and Scarlet Penstemon growing closely together.
	The lower slope of the trail held its own special treasures, including Mountain Spray growing beside the trail.  This is a species which I have not often seen (or at least not observed).
	And, as odd as this may seem, the third wonder of the trail’s flora came in the form of a multicolored Wallflower.  Flowers at higher elevations are often darker in color, but this particular plant was a wonder of hues.
	This listing is not complete by any means.  There were several other blooming plants which we observed and photographed along the way, including: Fendler Meadowrue, Thalictrum fendleri; New Mexico Locust, Robinia neomexicana; Purple Loco, Oxytropis lambertii; and Mountain Parsley, Cymopterus lemmonii.  The bird life was dominated by a few species.  Hairy Woodpecker, Dark-eyed Junco, Western Bluebird, Turkey Vulture, Common (Northern) Raven, and Brown Creeper were common at various spots along the trail.
	And the trail, for the most part, was in excellent condition.  We have hiked this trail in all seasons and it never ceases to inspire - and in my case - when I am in a particularly poor state of physical condition,  it never ceases to cause me to perspire.
	Sawyers Peak Trail/Sawyer Peak Trail/Sawyer’s Peak Trail - Take Your Pick - A Summary of How A Trail Changes in the Black Range
	Over the years the Black Range Website has reported on this trail, the following is a summary of some of those reports - a comparison of these reports with the report you have just read, above, will give you an idea of how a trail can change over time.
	AUGUST 28, 2014 REPORT
	During the summer of 2013 the Silver Fire burned a significant portion of the Black Range.  Following the fire, the U.S.D.A. Forest Service seeded many parts of the range with annual grasses to prevent erosion.  In many cases the grasses obscured the trail and footing proved treacherous for the unobservant.  The fire and subsequent erosion means that portions of many of the trails in the Black Range are uneven, have washouts, are through burnt snag areas, etc.  As always proceed with caution.  The range of potentially harmful critters can be found along the trail, including Black Bear, Mountain Lion, Bobcat, and various Rattlesnake species.  On most hikes you will not see anyone else on the trail.  Lodging is available in Hillsboro and Kingston, dining is available in Hillsboro at certain times/days.
	Some people will talk about vistas, and Sawyers Peak Trail provides some great ones, but for me the high point of a hike to Sawyers Peak - in the summer - are the swarms of Hippodamia convergens (Convergent Lady Beetle) which can (or could - I have not been there since the Silver Fire) be found at the summit.  The photograph, above, was taken on June 10, 2010.  This year, in early August, a friend encountered a flock of Wild Turkey and a Black Bear with cub along the trail.
	Following the fire a number of flowers, I had not seen along the trail before, started to appear, like the Crag Lily (Echeandia flavescens) pictured at the top of the next column.  In August (2014) Alpine Woodsorrel, Oxalis alpina, was especially prevalent (second photo next column), along with Scarlet Penstemon and many other species.
	The following maps depict a short walk along the trail (just short of 1/2 of its length).  On this walk a portion of the route was on a game trail along a ridge - in search of good photographs of Hairy Woodpecker.  Numerous other bird species were sighted on this occasion, including Pygmy
	Nuthatch, Mountain Chickadee, Broad-tailed Hummingbird, Steller’s Jay, Dark-eyed Junco, Raven (sp.?), and Brown Creeper.  In the past, I have seen Clark’s Nutcracker along this section of trail.
	Sawyers Peak Trail is above 8,000’ (even on this short walk the end of the trail was at 8,600’).  If you are not acclimated to this elevation you may wish to take it fairly slow and remember to drink lots of water - dependable safe water is not available along the trail.
	REPORT FROM JUNE 14, 2015
	There is good news and bad news from Sawyers Peak Trail.  This trail starts at Emory Pass at an elevation of about 8,115’ and ends at the summit of Sawyers Peak at about 9,615’.  Over the 4 mile route (8 miles round-trip) there is an elevation gain of about 1,736’, the maximum grade is 18%, and about half of the route is above 9,000’ (elevation profile of the walk shown below).  At 1.9 miles from Emory Pass, there is a trail junction with the Grandview trail, which returns northward a short distance.  This junction is at about 8,973’, from here to the summit of Sawyers Peak the trail is above 9,000’.
	This report is from a walk on Thursday, June 11, 2015 and should be viewed in conjunction with the original post on this trail (see August 28, 2014 report above).
	TRAIL CONDITIONS:  We found the trail easier to navigate than last year.  Last year grass was growing heavily in the trail, obscuring your footing and making it a bit tricky in places.  This year, perhaps because it is earlier in the season, the grass is not obscuring the trail.  At .94 miles from Emory Pass there is a major washout in the trail, photo below.  In the photo, the trail is barely visible on the right side, about half way down the image.  This washout is navigated by following a hikers trail uphill to a crossing point.  Cattle are being allowed to run free all along the trail and they are literally destroying the trail in places.
	At the point near the end of the trail where the map, next page, shows a sharp turn to the northwest, there use to be (still in existence last year) a spur trail to the summit of Sawyers Peak.  The trail is generally indistinguishable.  Although short sections are visible on the way to the summit the trail is basically nonexistent at this time.  Route finding is not difficult, walk up hill through burnt forest until you reach the summit.
	LADY BUGS:  One of the great draws of Sawyers Peak during the summer is the huge gathering of lady bugs at the summit.  A few years ago we saw tens of thousands there.  Although we were assured that it was to early for the lady bugs, and
	that last year there were not nearly as many as there had been in the past, our hopes were high.  And our hopes were rewarded.  The lady bugs numbered in the thousands, not the tens of thousands, but they were everywhere (a few are pictured to the right).  They were swarming more than I had seen in the past, so much so that we vacated the summit for lower elevations where they were not present so we could eat our lunch.
	THE FOREST:  For most of the route, the trail passes through heavily burned forest.  Although there are a few spots with a significant number of living trees, the overall impression is one of standing charcoal.  On the east slope of Sawyers Peak it is possible to looking through the charred trees to the completely devastated slopes on the west side of Drummond Canyon.
	AND APRIL 2020:  Although there is still a lot of burnt wood along the trail it has recovered well and trail maintenance has improved.
	JUNE 2021:  Small fires along the trail have changed it in an undetermined manner.
	4.  South Percha - Drummond Canyon The trail starts at a turnout on the south side of Highway 152 at MP 35.6.  From the turnout an old mining road travels down to the stream bed (picture below - it has greened up significantly since the fire).  The grade is moderate and there are many softball sized rocks requiring careful placement of the feet to avoid twisting an ankle.
	1.  Portions of this old road burned in the Silver Fire of 2013, as did the Black Range generally.  The fire tended to be very spotty except along the high ridges where practically everything burned.  The photograph below was taken on July 13, 2013.  Much of the evidence of fire was gone.  The trail is obscured by stands of grass in places making passage an act of faith.
	The old road ends at its intersection with South Percha Creek which flows from the canyon to the right.  Drummond Canyon is more or less in front of you as you stand at the base of the road and look across the stream.
	The map on the following page depicts a short walk (1 mile from NM 152 to the termination point in Drummond Canyon) which is reasonably easy.  After you cross South Percha you may be able to follow an old road on the southeast side of Drummond Canyon for a hundred yards or so, then you must bushwhack as you follow the stream bed up hill.
	Alternatively, at the base of the road down from NM 152, you may turn right and go up Percha Creek.  There are a number of old shafts and diggings in this area (Gray Eagle Mine) as well as the ruins of some old mining shacks (mostly burned by the Silver Fire).  The way up the stream valley is by following game trails and bushwhacking.
	The stream flows down the mountain in a very narrow stream canyon.  After about a mile the canyon broadens into beautiful flats with large pines.  The area is mostly clear of low vegetation.  Half way through this extensive “flat and broad” area there is a spring at the old cabin site (cabin long gone).   See separate write-up for South Percha Spring which is found at the end of this trail description.
	At this point a way back to Highway 152 leads up the canyon to the north following an old trail, very hard to decipher, very grown-up, but a gentle grade with beautiful views back into the valley.  The “trail” intersects NM 152 at about MP 34.8.  It is close to impossible to locate this “trail” head if you don’t have good directions, the trail is not discernible - it is simply a way forward which is less overgrown than its surroundings.  Not obvious at all.  Unless you know the location of the old trail it is probably best to bushwhack back down South Percha to the old road.
	South Percha Spring There are a number of ways to reach this spring, all start at NM 152, west of Kingston and east of Emory Pass.  At an elevation of 7,260 on NM-152 there is a pull out with an old mining road which descends to South Percha Creek where Drummond Canyon enters from the southwest.  Where the road intersects the creek, turn right and follow South Percha west (uphill) until you reach a wide area in the canyon at 7,150.  The Spring will be on your right (north side of the canyon).  This is the simplest route to the spring.  A shorter route starts at a pull out on NM 152 at 7,475’.  This is the route which is shown below.  There is no trail, follow the slope downhill to the creek.  When returning, follow the slope uphill until you reach NM 152.  This route is steep but not technical in nature.
	The spring fills a trough in an area burned by the Silver Fire. The trough is decaying and will fail from rust shortly.  The spring site is fenced (poorly) on three sides.  On the stream side of the spring there is no fencing.  As with most springs in the Black Range, the protections which are required by Forest Service Regulations are not enforced at this spring.
	The route followed on this trip was 1.14 miles (round-trip) with an elevation change of approximately 325’.
	There is an old cabin site next to the spring, only the foundation and trash remains.  The drainage immediately east of the spring has a the start of an adit which did not play out and the next drainage to the east has the remains of a camp used by a fence crew - lots of beer bottles, cans, and assorted other glass - probably from the 1950’s or so.
	5.  Southwest Canyon -  Contributed by Devon Fletcher
	Southwest Canyon is less than a mile from Kingston which gives it the distinct advantage of not having to negotiate the worst of the twists and turns of NM 152.  It also can be done as wintertime hike when the higher elevations of the Black Range may be covered in snow (although that phenomenon is increasingly rare these days). Depending on the vehicle’s clearance one can park at the dirt road entrance right off the highway, or there is parking at some nice, dispersed camping spots a short way down the road to the south.  Initially we crossed the creek and investigated an old mine or gravel pit, but then began heading upstream.  The canyon bottom is quite narrow upstream, and well forested with large piñons and junipers on the south facing slopes, and Douglas firs and larger pines on the north facing side.  Along the creek there were deciduous and evergreen oaks, ash, boxelder and a few walnut, but my inspection of the fallen leaves found bigtooth maple lacking.
	Early on we saw an animal clinging to small pine ahead of us.  At first I thought it was raccoon, but as it escaped up the hillside, I realized it was a coatimundi.  When the Scotties reached the spot, their sniffers went wild, and from then on they were continually trying to pull  us up the hillside to pursue the wild beastie. There is bound to be a section of frozen creek to contend with even in the late winter and early spring.  For desert dwellers walking on it can be novelty, but for safety’s sake try to avoid it as much as possible.  Further above, there are several spring areas, with the many smells of all the animals that have come to drink, which our dogs found extremely interesting.
	The canyon was shady and cool, what we had come for, but when it came time for our picnic we found some warm bedrock in the sun.  Afterwards we came upon one of the few open areas: a lovely sloping meadow of golden grass and junipers on the creek's north side.
	Although we occasionally would hear cars along NM 152, which was never more than a few hundred feet away, we were in our own little forest paradise, and hardly paid them any mind.  As the canyon steepened, we climbed up, over and around a series of small, trickling waterfalls carved into  what appeared to be limestone bedrock.  The last and tallest was about 15 feet high.  I climbed around and above
	that one and shortly thereafter the highway guardrail came into view and the canyon made a right turn towards a culvert and its uppermost branch on the north side of NM 152.
	Walking down Southwest Canyon is much the same, if a bit less claustrophobic.  The hike in the stream-bed was mostly clear with a trickle of water in a few spots.  Unfortunately there were very few deciduous trees, save for a few small oaks and lone cottonwood, so if you are looking for an easy spot to see a bit of fall color,  go upstream rather than down.
	Still it’s a pleasant enough walk passing through the layers of limestone, shale and sandstone.  There was one old mine, that was flooded at the bottom of its shaft, but little else to show that people come here or came here in any numbers. Upon reaching the fence just a short way up from the Forest Service's Kingston Work Center, it seemed like a logical place to turn around, which is exactly what we did.
	Southwest Canyon Follow-up
	On March 7, 2021, we walked this canyon, intrigued by Devon Fletcher’s report of the Coati he saw along this route, in 2018.  He saw the Coati at roughly the same time that one was seen on NM 152 at about the same spot.  We ventured up the canyon from the parking area (map below), looking for Coati and Coati sign.
	We found Coati footprints in the snow see photo below. There were random patches of snow along the walk and some ice where water came to the surface.
	We also found a number of small moths, Litocala sexsignata, in two places where the bedrock forced the stream water to the surface.  In addition to the photographs at the link above there is a short snippet of handheld video showing the moth vibrating its wings and antenna.
	6.  Bloodgood Spring  and Homesite This route starts at the Kingston Cemetery (NM 152) and follows a fence line eastward to an old road bed.  It follows the road bed to Bloodgood Spring (about 2,000’) which is easily identified by the drive through gate of the cattle enclosure which is adjacent to the spring enclosure.  The route follows the outside of the north side of the cattle enclosure, past the water trough, and along the creek bed/road bed for about another half mile (.75 miles from the cemetery).  The ruins of the Bloodgood homesite (now limited to a few crumbling retaining walls see photo above) are on the left (north) side of the trail/road bed as you walk down the trail.  It is possible to walk along the road bed and along the creek bank for another .75 miles from the homesite.  At 1.5 miles a fence crosses your path, private land is beyond.  A minimal change in elevation occurs between the cemetery and the homesite (6,264’ to 6,000’) and the grade remains fairly constant until you reach the fence line.
	The old Bloodgood Mine is located north of the homesite. This is a very “birdy” canyon with Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay, Townsend’s Solitaire, Mountain Chickadee, Bushtit, Black-throated Gray Warbler, and other species readily seen.  It is also a great walk for wildflowers like the Sweet Four O’clock (Mirabilis longiflora) pictured at the top right, for fields of daisies, Ivy-leaf Morning Glory (Ipomoea hederacea), and Paintbrush (below).   The trail starts in Juniper, Oak, and Ponderosa Pine and eventually tapers into mostly Juniper.  This trail is at the edge of these ecosystems and, therefore, has a lot of flora and fauna diversity.
	The usual suspects are on-the-scene; rattlesnakes (only Western Diamond-Back that I know of), Black Bear, Coyote, and Cougar are all possible, but not likely.
	Bloodgood Spring
	I have seen this spring referred to as Goldfish Pond Spring in some documents.  It is unnamed on USGS topographic maps.  The photographs on the following pages were taken on September 5, 2014 and July 5 & 11, 2017.
	There are two fenced units at the spring area.  The first appears to be a cattle enclosure, with a drive through gate, which provides access to spring water.  The second enclosure surrounds the spring.  There is a water trough, fed by the spring, outside the eastern end of the cattle enclosure (photo below).  Fencing is intact and is generally better than that found at other springs in the area.  The bottom strand of the fence is barbed wire when it should be clean wire (barbless). There is a significant amount of water flowing from the hillside at the spring site.  Some of the springs are natural but at some point holes were drilled into a rock and water flows freely from them.  There are reeds, native grasses, and other vegetation at the site.  The cattle enclosure  (photo right) has beautiful old Alligator Juniper trees.
	On September 8, 2014 there were a number of bird species in the enclosures including Bushtit, Black-throated Gray Warbler, Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay, and Townsend’s Solitaire.
	There are several wet seeps and wet areas from the spring drainage at the site.  Broad-leaved Cattail, Typha latifolia, dominates the wettest of these areas.
	Along the edge of the slope and creek there are a number of seeps and smaller springs.  Most of the spring outlets are on the hillside, but along the creek edge there is another artesian spring (created by drilling into the rock) - pictured here and at the top of the next page (July 11, 2017).  The hose visible in the photo above was inserted in this spring at one time and fed the trough pictured on the previous page.  The two artesian springs that we found at Bloodgood were created by drilling holes into the bedrock.
	Broad-leaved Cattail, Typha latifolia, dominates the wettest of these areas at Bloodgood Spring.
	7.  Forest Trail 134
	This route starts at Tierra Blanca Road and terminates at the Black Range Crest Trail north of Sawyer’s Peak.  Trail conditions in the Black Range, since the Silver Fire, are problematic.  Although the walk described here is fairly straight forward and at least as good as a good cow path, for the four miles round-trip shown here, it is not certain what the upper portions of the trail may be like.  In 2021 there was a 500+ acre spot fire in the area.  The junction with the Crest Trail is not apparent at the upper end.
	The trail head is about 14 miles from NM-27 on a dirt road which gets progressively worse as you proceed.  A high clearance vehicle is recommended.  The bottom map to the right shows the detail of the upper map, after you cross into the National Forest.  The star on the lower map indicates the trailhead for Forest Trail 135.
	All of the photographs in this trail description were taken on April 25, 2020.
	1.  There are two cabins which are of interest along the way.  The first is found along the road between the trailheads for Forest Trails 134 and 135.  It has pieces of equipment strown about the front of the “stick-built” wood cabin.  (Photographs on the following page.)
	3.  The general impression of this trail is quickly reinforced (photo previous page).
	4.  The second cabin of interest on this walk is found in the first wide spot in the canyon.  There are corrals and a pasture here and an adobe cabin (photos above) which has seen better days.  The ceiling has collapsed allowing observation of the primary source of ceiling/roof insulation in times-gone-past, dirt.  A layer of dirt of 3+ inches is seen in the bottom photograph, on top of the collapsed ceiling.  Generally, a cloth covering (often muslin) was hung beneath the ceiling to capture dirt as it worked its way through the cracks in the ceiling.
	6.   Associated with the Filaree was a Eupeodes volucris, Bird Hover Fly (photo bottom left - identification tentative).
	10.  Small pools along the stream edge were full of  cyanobacterium.  Cyanobacterium produce much of the oxygen which is in the atmosphere.  Reproduction is by fragmentation.  Strands break apart, each segment can create a new colony. (Photo below)
	8.  Forest Trail 135
	This route starts at Tierra Blanca Road and (arguably) terminates at the Black Range Crest Trail north of Sawyer’s Peak.  Trail conditions in the Black Range, since the Silver Fire, are problematic.  Although the walk described here is fairly straight forward (at about 4.5 miles round-trip) it is unclear what the upper portions of the trail may be like.  The junction with the Crest Trail is certainly not apparent at the upper end.
	The nature of this trail is a bit more problematic.  Although there is a trail 135 which heads east from the Sawyers Peak Trail (Black Range Crest Trail) maps show that it terminates on a bluff above where the trail described here ends (according to maps).  See All Trails map to the right.
	The trail head is about 12 miles from NM-27 on a dirt road which gets progressively worse as you proceed.  A high clearance vehicle is recommended.  The maps for trail 134 show the route to the trail head for this walk, the star on the bottom map indicates the trailhead for Forest Trail 135.
	1.  The portion of this trail which is described in this walk is knock-down gorgeous.  The photo below was taken at the start of the walk.
	2.  On the day we walked this trail we parked on the Tierra Blanca Road and walked up a forest road (4146N) to the trailhead for this walk.  Shortly after starting up the formal trail the canyon becomes more narrow and the sides steeper.  A briskly flowing stream was flowing down the canyon. (Photo previous page)
	3.  Phoradendron juniperinum, Juniper Mistletoe, was growing in a number of the junipers at the start of the trail.  This species is one of the most common mistletoe species in this area.  Part of its success is due to that fact that it has several different types of pollinators, from those which crawl like ants and beetles to those which fly, like flies.  Distribution of the seeds is generally performed by birds.  Unlike the dwarf mistletoe species, the Juniper Mistletoe uses its own photosynthesis to produce most of its food.  It does, however, rely on its host for water and some minerals.  (Photos this page)
	The U. S. range of the species is shown in the BONAP map above.  In Mexico, it is found in Sonora and Chihuahua.
	Walking up the trail we quickly entered Ponderosa Pine and large Alligator Juniper.  The trail meanders along the stream and the canopy provides a great deal of shade, making this a very pleasant walk on a hot day.  On the day of our walk, April 18, the conditions were perfect.
	The round-trip depicted here was about 5.5 miles long, an easy 5.5 miles.  At our turn around spot we sat by the stream and enjoyed a trail lunch.  Along this lower section of the trail it is not obvious that there was a Silver Fire.  As we progressed up the canyon the condition of the trail gradually eroded.
	4.  Paintbrushes can be difficult to identify, “luckily” we have few species in the Black Range.  The paintbrush typically found at mid-elevations is the Foothills Paintbrush (aka Southwestern Indian Paintbrush), Castilleja integra, which is shown on the following page (top left).
	5.  Fendlerbush (aka Cliff Fendler-bush or Wright's Fendlerbush), Fendlera rupicola var. wrightii, was growing in large clumps about ten feet above the stream.  Some authorities (B. L. Turner) consider this subspecies to be a full species.  The (unsplit) species has a fairly limited range in the U. S. (see BONAP map below).  In Mexico, it is found in the states of Chihuahua, Coahuila, and Sonora.  (Photo bottom left on the following page.)
	6.  Shortly after one of the stream crossings, there are several but at this time of year none presented any difficulty, I encountered a Clark’s Spiny Lizard, Sceloporus clarkii (photos on following page).  We played ring-a-round the tree for a moment, I got my photo and off I went.  The lizard was nonplused by the event.  There are other spiny lizards in our area, primarily the Twin-spotted Spiny Lizard and the Crevice Spiny Lizard.  If there is any doubt in your mind about the identification of an individual you believe to be of this species look at the forelimb, dark bars on the forelimb are diagnostic of this species.
	10.  Along the upper reaches of the trail there is a robust forest, dominated by: Juniperus monosperma, Oneseed Juniper (top photo); Pinus ponderosa, Ponderosa Pine (two photos middle left);  Juniperus deppenana, Alligator Juniper (bottom right); Salix gooddingii, Goodding's Willow (photos); and Berbes haematocarpa, Red Barberry (bottom left).
	11.  Conopholis alpina, Ground Cone (photo above) is generally associated with Ponderosa Pine.  We found several clumps along the trail on April 18.
	The natural history along this trail can be as stunning as the scenery.  It may be a long drive to the trailhead, but the walk is worth the effort.
	9.  Grandview Trail
	It is safe to assert that most of the less popular trails in the Black Range were in disrepair, prior to the Silver Fire and the following water events.  Following the fire the hillsides were covered with burnt snags and debris.  The rains that followed were not held back by vegetation and scoured the hillsides even more and washed much of the debris from the hillsides into the mountain ravines.  As a result, some trails that appear on maps are non-existent at this time.  The last time we were in East Railroad Canyon we found that to be the case and suspected that was what we would find as we explored the Grandview Trail which runs from Silver Creek to the Black Range Crest Trail, just north of Sawyer’s Peak.  (June 2021 update:  The Gila Backcountry Horsemen have been doing trail maintenance on the East Railroad Canyon trail this summer.)
	This is a trail you must really want to walk on; it is not a casual outing.  Access begins at the junction of Royal John Road and NM 61 southeast of Sherman.  The Royal John Road was the subject of a road video recorded a few years ago.  This is beautiful country, so if you have a high clearance vehicle and are looking for a Sunday outing this road could be your cup of tea - but look at the video first.
	The road, from NM 61, to the trailhead is 14.3 miles long, mostly on the Royal John Road.  Near the end of the trek the Silver Creek Road turns off of the Royal John Road and travels north to its end.  Along the Silver Creek Road there are at least two ruins of log cabins, photos on the following page and “1” on the map to the right.
	2.  Southwestern Fence Lizard, Sceloporus cowlesi, was found on the logs of one of the cabins.
	3.  The following describes our experience on September 27, 2020.  An improved trail does not exist in the lower reaches of this walk.  At times the walking is fairly easy, short sections of the remnant trail, animal tracks, and sections where it is possible to walk on bedrock where the stream bed has been completely scoured.  Generally, however, this is a strenuous walk with unsure footing, loose rock, downed trees and lots of debris.  Only the first mile, of roughly a three mile walk, is discussed in this part of the article.  During our walk we found an occasional trail blaze on a standing snag and some sections of what appears to have been a trail at one time.  After stumbling a lot we simply decided it was not worth the effort.  That was not an easy decision, however, because this canyon is both beautiful and dramatic.  Over the first quarter of a mile or so the walk is through unburned forest, mostly Ponderosa Pine and oak.
	4.  Mexican Catch-Fly/Cardinal Catchfly, Silene laciniata is one of the more common flowers of the Black Range, but nonetheless, beautiful and abundant at the start of this walk.
	In the same area as the Silene there was a nice stand of Gambel Oak.  Gambel Oak is the only native oak found in the southern Rockies which has deeply lobed leaves (see last page of this entry).
	5.  Dieteria bigelovii, Bigelow's Tansyaster, and Clematis ligusticifolia, Virgin’s Bower, were growing near where the walk started up the stream bed.  The Clematis is one of two species in that genus which are sometimes found in the Black Range, the other being Clematis columbiana, Columbian Virgin’s Bower, which we have found in Railroad Canyon.
	6.  Mirabilis longiflora, Sweet Four O’clock (directly below) was growing in the stream bed, somehow holding on between the scouring floods which commence with the rains.
	The flowers of this species typically open late in the afternoon and as a night blooming plant attract large hummingbird moths.  The seeds of this species are poisonous.
	Some authorities will separate out the plant that we have here as a distinct subspecies, M. l. wrightiana.  The range of the Sweet Four O'Clock is restricted to central Mexico and the southwestern United States.  If you are inclined to recognize the existence of subspecies in this plant then the nominate form is found in central Mexico and M. l. wrightiana is found farther north.  The range within the United States is restricted to southwestern New Mexico, southeastern Arizona, and the Big Bend region of Texas.
	M. l. wrightiana was noted as M. wrightiana in 1894, in the Transactions of the New York Academy of Sciences - see right -  by Britton and Kearney.  Their initial comments on the specimen are shown as well.
	7.  Juncus torreyi, Torrey's Rush, (left) was growing in the stream-bed where the trickle of water formed small pools.  (Note that this has to be a tentative identification - I am outside my scope of competence here.)
	One of the common geraniums of the Black Range, Geranium richardsonii, Richardson Geranium (bottom photo), was growing in several large clumps near the rushes.
	8.  Pericome caudata, Taperleaf, (photos on the following page) was growing in the stream-bed as clumps of flowers on plants which barely reached my knee.  On the stream bank the plants were very large, easily over 6 feet high and more in diameter.
	Western Honey Bees (below), Apis mellifera, were busy working the Taperleaf.  Some sources refer to this species as the
	European Honey Bee, for the reasons cited at the BugGuide website.  We use Western Honey Bee here and on the www.blackrange.org website.   There are at least 24 recognized subspecies, some of which hybridize.   There are also feral and domestic populations.  Attempting to delineate these bees to subspecies is problematic.    The rather notorious “African Killer Bee” is one of these subspecies.
	These bees have experienced significant hardships of late.  The first was the introduction of a parasitic mite, Varroa, which Apis mellifera had no natural defense against, the second is Colony Collapse Disorder which may be caused by something like the Israeli acute paralysis virus.
	At this point on our walk, a scant .9 miles up the “trail” we were tired of crawling over debris, shifting rock and boulders, and avoiding tripping in the tangle of vines and vegetation.  We gave up.  We opted instead for another try from the top, from the Black Range Crest Trail.
	A few days later, on October 2, we walked south on the Black Range Crest Trail from Emory Pass (Sawyer’s Peak Trail, see Volume 2, Number 4, October 2019 of this magazine) for 2.2 miles to the junction with the upper part of the Grandview Trail.  The trail junction is well marked here (“B” on the map).  The map on the following page indicates the distance is 1.7 miles; this is an error.  The elevation gain on this portion of the trail is just over 1,000 feet.  From the junction we wandered around a great deal (see detail of the Grandview Trail on a following page) trying to find the trail.  Eventually we saw some burned tree blazes (at “C” on the map and pictured on a following page) - not that route finding is difficult, you are after all walking down a ravine.  Before long we found the trace of the trail.  The map indicates that the trail is in the stream bottom; it is rather on the north side of the ravine.
	At “A” on the map a small stream came to the surface and continued on the surface at least as far as where we stopped - and given that there was a small stream flow in the lower reaches of the trail it is probably continuous all the way down the canyon.  In the section which we visited the stream was mangled, but not completely destroyed, by cattle.
	The upper section of this trail did not burn very badly in the Silver Creek Fire.  There are several mature Southwestern White Pines in this area (“D” on the map).  This species, Pinus strobiformis, is listed as Pinus reflexa, in some sources.  It goes by several common names, including; Chihuahua White Pine, Southwestern White Pine, Mexican White Pine, and pino enano.
	At “E” on the map the small stream is badly trampled but
	with its layers of moss and Iris is quite striking.  It should be especially pretty in the spring when the flowers are in bloom.
	We walked a half mile down the ravine and then decided to call it a day.  I am pretty sure that the upper and lower trail descriptions provided here describe the natural history of the middle section of the trail which we did not visit.
	As mentioned earlier, this is a trail you really have to want to walk.  But if you are motivated and can put up with a hard go of it, it is well worth the effort.
	9a.  Lower and Middle FT-146 and FR-523 (Grandview Trail and Silver Creek Road) Contributed by Devon Fletcher
	I had wanted to visit this section of Silver Creek above the Silver Creek Road for many years and finally made up my mind and went back in 2018.  It's a long drive from my home in Las Cruces to get to the start of this hike.  I left the house at 8 and wasn't hiking until 10:30 or so.  The Silver Creek Road (FR 523) has a couple of bad crossings over Little Gallinas Creek, but otherwise is quite drivable.  I was glad to see the old cabins we had visited 8 or 9 years ago had not burned in the Silver Fire in 2013.  The large Columbia Mine nearby, though, which previously was concealed in thick forest was easily visible amongst the burnt trees.
	About a quarter mile from Silver Creek crossing, there are berms that prevent vehicles from traveling any further, but there is a large turnaround/parking area.  This was all put in place, I'm sure, because where the roads meets Silver Creek, it is completely washed away.  There would be no way to turnaround at that point. There is a little bit of a mine road to follow initially on the north side of the stream.  Most people would not notice it. Past the mine there are a few old blazes on ponderosa pines, but the trail (technically part of the Grandview Trail) is mostly invisible.
	Not to worry though, because the flooding after the fire has left many parts of creek scraped clean to the bedrock which makes for easy walking.  I continued up with my only companions the little yellow warblers darting in and out of the shrubs and bushes.  There is one tough section of boulders and fallen snags, but after that comes the falls which are over bare limestone bedrock.
	Unfortunately there was just the barest of trickles when I visited.  I plan to come back when the flows are better though, because this series of steep slides, cascades,  and drops will be quite a show.  The whole section with cliffs and alcoves on the north side is very rugged and still quite scenic despite the damage done by the fire.
	At the top of the falls section there is fifteen foot straight drop.  I tried to climb up the rock on the north side, but really couldn't get a good footing.  I then decided to ascend a narrow break in the bedrock with small oak trees and their protruding roots, both of which I used for leverage.
	I got up on top and was now standing where I stood nearly six years before on FT 146 and then turned around not realizing that the trail was supposed to continue straight down the watercourse I had just come up.  The forest here was as green and beautiful as it was back then and maybe as it’s ever been, even though I was only short distance from ground zero of the huge fire.  A little ways upstream the entire mountaintop has burned.
	The ascent up the canyon had been a little slow and a little warm but, after clambering back down the falls, the descent was quick and easy.  Back at the road, I decided to explore to the north on the closed section of the road which was  rapidly returning to a natural state with fallen trees concealed in thickets of wildflowers.
	I was looking down into Rustlers Canyon, when I decided I had enough.  The road still continued for perhaps 1/2 mile down across the drainage and then up on the other side.  I could see the Mineral Mountain Mine and the plateau where the road dead-ends across the way.
	I now began hiking back to my vehicle.  Squirrel-sized lizards ran out of nooks in the crumbling chalk-like rock beside the road, and then seeing me, ran back in.  I looked over to the rock bluffs of Haystack Mountain and down the bleached bedrock of the lower reaches of Silver Creek.  I enjoyed long distance views to all of the western lands of the Gila.  There were a few isolated thunderstorms well off in the distance, but just scattered, fast moving clouds and blue sky over my head.
	On my drive back.  I saw a cinnamon colored bear right along the Royal John Mine Road.  It didn't really register with me at first that I was seeing a bear.  The way he stared at me for a few moments was more like something a big goofy dog might do.  I was wondering if the elk hunters a hundred yards behind him (but facing the wrong direction) were going to notice our encounter, when he ran off. As I continued to drive down and down on the narrow and winding, but well maintained road, the rolling hills of green grass, with oak, piñon and juniper in the folds along the lower reaches of Cold Springs Canyon warmed my heart the way only a Gila landscape can.
	10.  Ciénega Trail - City of Rocks State Park
	The Ciénega Trail is just north of NM-61, within City of Rocks State Park.  The walk as shown on the following page is 2.07 miles long with minimal elevation change, 166’ between the lowest and highest points on the trail with some up and down.  The trail crosses the Faywood Ciénega near the park boundary.  “The Faywood Ciénega is in the southwest corner of the Park.  It is one of only two ciénegas in the area that have remained wet.  The other is Faywood Hot Springs.  The rest of the ciénegas in the area have dried, mostly due to water extraction, cattle grazing, and subsequent downcutting of arroyo channels, which will lower water tables.”  (p. 10 of the 2016 Park Management Plan).
	A ciénega (aka ciénaga)  “is a wetland system unique to the American Southwest.1  Ciénagas are alkaline, freshwater, spongy, wet meadows with shallow-gradient, permanently saturated soils in otherwise arid landscapes that often occupy nearly the entire widths of valley bottoms. That description satisfies historic, pre-damaged ciénagas, although few can be described that way now. Incised ciénagas are common today.  Ciénagas are usually associated with seeps or springs, found in canyon headwaters or along margins of streams.  Ciénagas often occur because the geomorphology forces water to the surface, over large areas, not merely through a single pool or channel.  In a healthy ciénaga, water slowly migrates through long, wide-scale mats of thick, sponge-like wetland sod.  Ciénaga soils are squishy, permanently saturated, highly organic, black in color (and)  anaerobic.” (Wikipedia)
	B.  On May 20, we found many Band-winged Grasshoppers along the upper part of the trail.  The individual pictured above is probably an Aztec Grasshopper, Lactisa azteca.  In “Foliage Insects and Termites”, Walt Whitford (January 3, 2020 issue of this magazine, p. 22) noted that Band-winged Grasshoppers are the “most common ground loving grasshoppers in the northern Chihuahuan Desert”.   Band-winged Grasshoppers are a subfamily (Oedipodinae), which has several tribes, which, in-turn, have several genera, each genus may have several species (or only one).  Given the number of possible species which this individual can be attributed to, and given it is a photograph - not a specimen - I will stick with “probably” as my assurance of a correct identification.
	C.  Krameria lanceolata, Trailing Krameria, (photograph from May 20, following the map on the next page) is found in the Mexican states of Chihuahua and Coahuila as well as in the counties shown in the BONAP map below.  Like other species in the genus, K. lanceolata is a root parasite, sucking a variety of nutrients - but especially water - from its hosts.  The Krameria genus has an unusual pollination biology.  Its flowers produce fatty oil, not nectar.  Female bees of the genus Centris collect the oils from the modified external surfaces of the eliaphores (what appear to be upright flags), pollinating the flower in the process, and mix the oils with pollen to feed their larvae.  Although the
	Krameria plants are wholly dependent upon Centris bees to effect their pollination, the relationship is not mutually exclusive – Centris bees utilize other oil-producing plants as well.
	D.  In the photograph above, the trees at right center are at the end of a wash system and just east of the flat plain of the ciénaga.  (Photograph by Mike Barnes, May 20, 2020.)
	E.  Four-wing Salt Bush, Atriplex canescens, (photograph from May 20 to the right and at the top of the following page) is found in much of the western United States (see BONAP map left) and southward to southern Mexico.  Vascular Plants of the Gila Wilderness notes that “The silvery appearance of the leaves is not due to hairs, but rather due to a covering of flaky scale-like structures, almost like dandruff.”   (See photo on the following page.)  This species readily hybridizes with others in its genus, causing some disagreements about specific specimens.  In the case of the type specimen for this species there is the following from Flora of North America:
	“Materials from the vicinity of the type locality of the species in South Dakota are low subherbaceous
	plants that differ from our shrubby tall material. However, the type area is presently covered with water from a dam on the Missouri River, and it is not possible to exclude the possibility of A. canescens as it has been interpreted for the past century to have existed at that site during the Lewis and Clark Expedition, if that is indeed where the lectotype was collected.”
	F.  Wire Lettuce (aka Few-Flowered Wire Lettuce and Prairie Skeletonplant), Stephanomeria pauciflora, is found along the southern part of this loop walk.  The range of this genus is confined to the western United States and northern Mexico.  This particular species is found in Sonora and Chihuahua in addition to the range shown on the BONAP map above.  Skeletonweed, which it may be confused with, is a noxious plant and is in a different genus.  This species may hybridize with S. tenuifolia.  Like many plants in our desert borderlands, this one has few leaves. (Photograph from May 20, to the right.)
	G.  Many species of grass are growing at the mid-point of this walk, where a wooden walkway (photograph from August 18 at the top of following page) crosses the main “waterway” of the ciénaga.  (Photograph from May 20, by Mike Barnes, at the middle of the following page.)
	For all practical purposes, the monsoon did not develop in 2020 so in August there was no water at the boardwalk (above).  The grasses were just as beautiful, however, as they had been in May (right - Mike Barnes, May 20, 2020).
	Most of the ciénaga appears to lie within the property bounds of Faywood Hot Springs.  In spots there are islands of yucca and sunflower (below on August 18) “across the fence”.
	H.  At the base of the trees we found many Wislizenia refracta – Spectacle Fruit, blooming in August (photo - top next page).  In the US this species is found in California,
	Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico, and far western Texas.  In Mexico it is found in Chihuahua and Sonora.
	I.  In the range of the unexpected were several Koeberlinia spinosa var. spinosa, Crown of Thorns, in flower (photo following page, August 18).  In April, I took the photograph below on Apache Peak (Hill) just north of Lake Valley.  This is how I have grown accustomed to seeing this plant:  A skeleton of stout sharp spines that you really do not wish to venture too close to, and we have that opportunity - as shown in the U.S. Geological Survey map of the range of this species (left).  The range is limited, and we are at the very northern boundary.
	This is a rather remarkable plant.  The leaves have diminished to scales, for instance.  It is a tree, and most of the photosynthesis happens in the branches, thus their bright green color.  Most sources consider it to be one of two species in the family Koeberliniaceae.  The other, K. holacantha is found in Bolivia.
	J.  The watershed for the ciénaga is limited, but at times the rainfall can be intense and the volume of water collected by the watershed can be substantial.  Small arroyos channel the water from the hillsides into the ciénaga.  On August 18, the arroyos had recently been scoured, indicating that a significant amount of water had flowed through them and down into the ciénaga (photo right).
	Along the banks of the arroyo there were a few of the more common plants of the area, including Zinnia grandiflora, Plains Zinnia, shown below right.  But the fact that it is common here does not mean that the species is common world-wide.  As shown in the BONAP map below, its range within the US is limited.  In Mexico, it is found in the north (Chihuahua, Coahuila, Sonora, and Zacatecas).
	We also found Chrysactinia mexicana, Damianita Daisy or simply Damianita (photograph from August 18 at the top of the following page) in the arroyo.  Again, although common in our area, this species has a limited range.  Its US range is shown on the BONAP map to the right.  In Mexico, it ranges south of the borders with Texas and New Mexico to as far south as Puebla.
	And lastly, Eriogonum pharnaceoides, Wirestem Wild Buckwheat, Wright's Cudweed, Slender Cudweed, was growing on the rocky banks of the arroyo in mid-August (see photo at the end of this article).  Within the US, its range is restricted to New Mexico, Arizona, and S. E. Nevada.  In Mexico, it is found in Chihuahua.
	The bird species found along this trail are typical of the area and include Loggerhead Shrike, Black-throated Sparrow, Northern Harrier, and various wrens.
	The route shown earlier does not cover the established trail exactly.  The northern half of the route depicted follows an arroyo which the formal trail crosses not far from the start (or end) of the trail.  The established trail is roughly 1.9 miles long.  Two loops making for a 4 mile walk is easily done, and if you are a runner this is a good trail for that.
	K.  The photograph below was taken along the trail just before the arroyo.  The light-colored rectangle just below the skyline, right of center, is the ciénega.  The flora and fauna of this area are of the Chihuahuan Desert.  City of Rocks State Park is at the western fringe of the area covered by the Black Range website and just barely included in the focus area of this publication.
	The Ciénega Trail is a nice outing, but not at midday in June.  Remember, there is no shade along this route.
	Footnote
	Wikipedia got one part of the definition wrong when it describes ciénegas as unique to the American Southwest.  They are also found in northern Mexico. (See following article.)
	The Fate of Ciénegas
	11.  Cooke’s Townsite
	Harley Shaw and I had been talking for some time about trying to find a disjunct population of Arizona Cypress which are said to be in the area of Cooke’s Peak.  In mid-February we gathered our information and went to see if we could find the trees.  Our walk is described in this entry.
	This trail starts at Riley Spring (photo right) south of the Cooke’s Peak Township (ruins).  The spring has been tapped and fills a cattle tank).  From the spring, the route follows a good dirt road north through mine ruins of various types: unframed shafts, framed shafts (photo below), what appears to be a mill site, the remains of framed buildings, corrals, old car frames, etc..
	My trail plotter was having some significant issues on this walk.  The walk starts and ends at point “b” on the map (following page).  The road mentioned in the previous paragraph is clearly visible.  At the point where the red line of our walk finally appears (within Cooke’s Peak Township) our route followed an old road bed up hill, this quickly deteriorated to a route in a narrow and quite heavily vegetated ravine.  After we reached some mine workings (photo right) we exited the ravine to the north climbing up over a ridge and eventually making it to a “good” road.  We followed the road up hill until we spotted two Arizona Cypress trees, just down slope from the road.  I suspect that these trees were naturally planted, even though they are growing in an area where there was a significant amount of human activity - that is entirely supposition, however, and it is entirely possible that the trees were planted by humans.  The largest cypress is actually growing on mine tailings.
	We then headed back following the road down to the truck (the trail map shows two straight lines where the recorder dropped the signal, the walk followed the road which is visible on the map).
	This is the general area of  the Faywood Mine of the Jose or Cooks (Cooke’s) Peak Mining District.  Only two minerals are listed for the Faywood Mine on mindat.org, quartz and vanadinite, there were more.
	The walk, as shown in red was a little over two miles, total distance was about 3 miles, with a minimum elevation of 6,004’ and a maximum of 6,597’, the maximum grade on the walk was 20%.  The grade, if you travel on the road from point “b” to the farthest point in the upper left hand corner, is very modest.  The elevation profile of that part of the walk shown in red is shown on the next page - the two peaks on the right side depict the elevation profile following the straight lines on the map above and do not represent the grade on the road.
	A “road video” is available for this track, from NM 26 to the saddle north of Cooke’s Peak.
	12.  Cooke’s Peak Contributed by Devon Fletcher
	It was a cool fall morning when I did this hike quite a few years back.  Our group of Las Cruces Sierra Clubbers and other hikers gathered together as an Apache man sang a beautiful song under the blue skies that framed "Standing Rock" or Cooke's Peak.  We then started cross country heading southwest from the corral at the end of the county road, and soon picked up the old Boy Scout trail (so I was told the name) in OK Canyon.  This trail was pretty easy to follow in this southeast facing canyon as it ascends passing  alligator junipers and the occasional walnut tree.  On the  north side we began to climb very steeply on some switchbacks that weren't quite switchy enough, eventually reaching a saddle and then crossing the ridge, where the trail, cut high into the steep side of a tributary drainage  descends (slightly) into an oak woodland at its very head. Here the trail, which had been easy to follow (and is also highly visible on Google Earth, which was not available at the time) was a bit hard to come by, and we did a bit of wandering around before finding it heading north up to the ridge.  As we got closer to the final pitch up to the peak, it disappeared altogether and we made our way as best we could through the piñons, junipers and mountain mahogany until we reached the bare rock of the summit tower.  There's a crack in the rock to follow here that we went on all fours to climb.  Once we could stand again it was an easy walk to the top, although there is a small gap in the stone that has to be hopped over.  It has long drop-offs on either side, so it's best to look straight head.  This last part was a little nerve-rattling, even more so than when I climbed the highpoint of the Organ Mountains.  The mountain top is not entirely bare as it might appear:  they were few bush-like box elders and oaks.  We took in the sights and then descended by the same route.  Round trip distance was around 9 miles. Elevation gain was over 3,000 feet.
	Since the time that I did this hike the BLM has put it a road that bypasses some private property by first heading west and then north back to the road through Cooke’s Peak ghost town.  The point where it changes direction would be the place to park and start the route described here.  Then, by walking southwest a 1/2 mile or so, one would pick up the trail on the north side of OK Canyon.  It saves around 1.4 miles roundtrip, which is not much, I know, given the hefty overall length and elevation gain, but every little bit counts. For an even shorter, steeper adventure, with even more sketchy trail finding, read on.
	The bypass road makes it possible (most likely with four wheel drive and high clearance) to drive further up the mountain through the old mining area and town.  It is very rough, but a little less than 1.5 miles from where the bypass road rejoins the older road is a mine road that branches off to the southwest which now seems to be the preferred starting point for climbing the peak.  It does eventually bring you to the same ridge on the southeast side of the summit tower from which point the ascent of the peak is the same as the OK Canyon hike.  Check out Greg Magee's Day Hikes and Nature Walks in the Las Cruces-El Paso Area for a description of this route.
	A “road video” is available for this track, from NM 26 to the saddle north of Cooke’s Peak.
	13.  Cooke’s Spring Pass What do you call this trail?  It has been called many things by the Anglos, many more by the Spaniards, and even more by the various native peoples.  During the Anglo period it was part of the Gila River Train and Wagon Road, or the Butterfield Stage Route, or . . . .   Whatever you call it, the route from the west side of the range starts at the Starvation Draw Detention Dam No. 4 (“1” on the geologic map below).  It terminates on the east side at the ruins of Fort Cummings (“15” on the map below).  The route which is steeped in cultural history is shown in black below.  See the link for an extended discussion.  The number protocol is consistent throughout this article and repeats on the map at the end of the article.
	14.  Frying Pan Spring
	The walk to Frying Pan Spring is surrounded by history.  The walk is on the southwestern edge of the Cooke’s Range (which is treated as an extension of the Black Range here).  It is a beautiful place, full of colorful flora (dozens of mature Desert Willows) and exotic fauna (Long-nosed Leopard Lizards).  But it is the human history which sets this place apart.  Additional photos on the Black Range website.
	I first went to this area looking for petroglyphs (Mogollon Culture).  I had a photograph of a glyph from somewhere and in the background there was some of the landscape.  I knew the general location I would be looking at and figured out the approximate area I would be going to in my search for the glyphs.  Getting there proved to be a bit of an issue. Eventually we figured out the route (not nearly as clear as the blue line on the map which follows, when you are on the ground); the road video to the area is shown here.
	My first trips to the area were limited to exploring the petroglyph site.  Photographs of the glyphs at that site may be seen on the ancientpeoples.org website.
	As seen in the video (link above), the road into the Starvation Creek Check Dam left a lot to be desired at the time of these early visits.  This month (May 2018) I have visited the area twice and found that the road had been smoothed out by a road grader and the trip in was quite easy.  Note, however, that after the first rains the road will be in much worse shape with wash-outs of unknown significance.
	The purpose of these last visits was to find the Frying Pan Spring site and clarify a bit of history.
	From page 41 of Cooke’s Peak - Pasaron Por Aqui - A Focus on United States History in Southwestern New Mexico, by Donald Howard Couchman, 1990 - Cultural Resources Bulletin No. 7 of the United States Bureau of Land Management (26.1 MB):
	"On November 17, 1846, Cooke (ed. - left Cooke’s Spring and) took up the march early but did not progress far because the guides reported no more water, except for a small spring near the west end of the canyon (today named Frying Pan Spring) and the Rio Mimbres, another 18 miles away.  Accordingly a halt was called by mid-morning. Of the march through the canyon, Cooke grumbled:
	'Another bright morning, with a cold northwester (the wind has been shifting to the north dropping the temperature). I marched to the southwest, up a  winding valley and over the ridge, down to near the verge of the open prairie beyond; up a ravine to the right of the road (going to the north ) is the water.  In this mouth of the pass I was compelled to encamp a little after ten o’clock, having marched only three miles. (ed. - The route followed is shown on the map to the right from page 40 or the referenced work.)
	Cooke also noted that the ridge was covered with fine, hard, brown sandstone (Sarten sandstone) and that there were new plant varieties including an oak and Spanish bayonet. He also observed a flock of previously unnoted slate-colored “partridges” with plumed heads (ed. - Gambel’s Quail).
	It was fortunate that the day’s progress was curtailed so early for it provided the men an opportunity to hunt, explore, and  observe their surroundings in much greater detail than almost anywhere on the entire journey, and of even greater value, to record what they had observed.  Perhaps most important to the Mormons was the discovery of the Massacre Peak Mimbres site adjacent to their campground.  Henry Standage (Company E) wrote that:
	'Close to our camp is some traces or proof of the Nephites once living here.  Large entrances into the rocks and several pestles and mortars found made of rock, also some pieces of ancient crockery ware, showing that a people has once lived here who knew how to make such things, whereas the  Indians who now inhabit these parts do not understand such things.  We found a great many hieroglyphics engraven in the rocks, which resembled those found in Pike Co. Illinois.  I take this for good circumstantial evidence of the Divine authenticity of the Book of Mormon.'
	Daniel Tyler (Company C) was perhaps not as well rounded as Standage, because when he recorded that 'there were at least thirty holes cut in the solid rock, from ten to fourteen inches deep, and from six to ten inches in diameter,' he attributed the Indian grinding mortars to be 'for the purpose of catching and retaining water when showers occurred.’ Tyler also observed that mining had occurred there for precious metals.  Perhaps this was a further misinterpretation of the Indian cave entrances or that the mortars might have been used for grinding ore.
	Tyler, however, was better informed when it came to flora and fauna, because he made much the same observations as Cooke regarding the quail, oak and Spanish Bayonet." Cooke spoke of camping at the mouth of the pass and that water was north up a canyon.  Cooke camped just east of where the Starvation Creek Check Dam (Detention Dam Number 4) is currently found.  The glyphs are nearby, allowing for easy exploration from that camp.  His route was most likely the same as that which would become the Butterfield Stage Route from Cooke’s Spring.
	The walk from the Starvation Creek Check Dam site to Frying Pan Spring (shown in red on the map on the next page) is about 4 miles roundtrip.  It starts along the track
	which was the stage route and then turns north (at the approximate location of Cooke’s camp) up Frying Pan Canyon.  On our visit of May 21, 2018 we found the spring dry.
	Now for a bit of surmising:  I suspect that the Mimbres people had a check dam at the approximate location of the current retention dam.  This would replicate the situation at the Pony Hills glyph site just 5 miles to the west.  A small check dam would have impounded enough water for the flat fields to the east of the dam.  The glyphs, mortar holes, habitation enclosures etc. found on the hillside go hand and hand with an agricultural site.
	This is a nice walk with flora, fauna, and history.  There is little shade, no dependable water, and the usual poisonous creatures and carnivores may be present.  The walk is along an old road and up a wash; footing may not be stable.
	Although a lot of attention is paid to Cooke’s passage in the discussion above, it should be noted that he was far from the first to use this route/spring.  This was a well known passage by the time the Mormon Battalion came along.
	15.  Sadler Mine
	The Sadler Mine (Saddler Mine, in some sources) is located at the southeastern end of the Pony Hills (Fluorite Ridge), northeast of Deming.  At about MP 6, turn north off of       NM 26, on to Greenleaf Road (Green Leaf Road and/or County Road 16, or A016 in some sources).  When you reach the Pony Hills Ridge, which are the hills on the left of the road as you approach from the south, there will be several structures on your left.  These structures were part of the Greenleaf Mine complex.  The road to the Saddler Mine is more or less obvious, high clearance is recommended.
	The abandoned mine marker for the Sadler Mine adit is shown below, the marker for the Sadler Mine Stope, as well as the stope, is shown on the next page.  An adit is what I grew up calling a mine, it is a horizontal hole dug in the side of a mountain.   A stope is a hole, it can have a number of configurations depending on the method of mining which
	is used.  To be a stope, the ore/mineral/etc. must have been excavated from the area to create the hole (vs. a shaft or adit which may be dug to get to a body of ore etc.).
	Fluorite was the object of mining at Greenleaf and Sadler, an especially important commodity during the Second World War.  That is why the Federal Government built the access road into the area.  See New Mexico Bureau of Mines and Mineral Resources Bulletin 21 - Fluorspar Resources of New Mexico - prepared by the US Geological Survey. pp 123 - 142 (Fluorite Ridge Mines) for more information about this area, including an excellent write-up of the mining and mining history of this site.
	The Sadler Mine is the oldest fluorspar mine in the Fluorite Ridge area.  It was developed on the Susan No. 1 claim in 1909 by the American Fireman’s Mining Company.  Before being abandoned it was operated by several other entities, including G. M. Sadler.  Some of the surface structures are still visible at the Sadler Mine (photo follow and in this photo gallery).
	The view east, from the mine, is shown above.  The San Juan workings are at center left and the Greenleaf complex is in the upper center of the photograph.
	16.  China Draw Contributed by Devon Fletcher
	This small rock art site is in Luna County, north of Deming, close to the larger and more well-known sites at Pony Hills and Frying Pan Canyon.  The China Draw Site is on a section of state trust land, a stone’s throw away from the Hidden Valley Ranch RV resort, which is at the terminus of well-maintained county road (see left arrow on map below).  I am sure it gets visited by lots of people, yet on the day I visited with friends, we were the only folks there, wandering among the sandstone outcrops and boulders, and even climbing on top of a few to see what we could discover.  Lower down just up from the bank of the draw is a dark gray rock covered with an assortment of  elaborate petroglyphs.  Further up the hillside are three orange and tan outcrops that are about 15 feet high.  They are surrounded by numerous grinding mortars and have petroglyphs on every side and on top.  Many of the glyphs are similar in style to those found at Pony Hills and Frying Pan, but as always there are few that seem unique to the site.   We explored the many outcrops, boulders and few cliffs, but it seemed that most of the art was concentrated in these two spots.  I had begun to walk up to the higher cliffs, when I heard "the buzz" and quickly scoped out the thin neck and triangular head of a blacktail rattler in little hollow among the rocks.  I turned back, so there could be a few more petroglyphs up high although I doubt it.  I have been very close to this site on two different hikes over the years, and I've known of its existence for many years, but for some reason had never took the time to look at it.  Given its ease or access, and perhaps even without, it certainly exceeded all of our expectations.
	See also: McGee Canyon (right arrow on map below).
	The state, BLM, and private land boundaries at China Draw.  The blue color indicates state land, the reddish tone is private, and the dirty yellow color is BLM managed land.  A New Mexico State Trust Lands recreation permit is required for visiting sites on state lands.
	Additional photos from this site can be found in the photo galleries of ancientpeoples.org.
	17.  McGee Canyon Contributed by Devon Fletcher
	To reach McGee Canyon, drive north from NM-26 on the Greenleaf Mine Road (a well maintained county road).  We drove north until we reached a very slow road just past Starvation Draw Dam # 2, stopping at a point about a mile directly west of McGee Canyon.  It is possible to halve that distance by using a different low maintenance road that also heads northeast from a point close to the east end of the Starvation Draw Dam # 1. McGee Canyon is a rocky little  defile on BLM land, that incises itself deeply into the ridge that is the western edge of Frying Pan Canyon.  It heads west for less than a mile before joining the much larger arroyo that is dammed by Starvation Draw Dam # 3.  Coming at it from the west we crossed creosote flats, climbed a few mounds, eased in and out a couple of large arroyos, and stepped over another road as well.  It is not on maps as far as I can tell.  Where it starts, I can't say.  All the while we kept a line toward some cliffs that we took to be the entrance to the little canyon.  At the mouth was a large juniper, and there were more further up the stream course as well.  There was also the high dried grasses of last summer, and much scrub oak, which were further indicators that water lingers in this canyon and that it may even have seasonal springs.  We all speculated that in times past perhaps China Draw and Starvation Draw themselves had, if not perennial flow, then extended seasons of surface flow.  Which may explain why this place was attractive to ancient peoples.
	We found an old mine with blue-gray tailings that had hardened like cement, a "cave" made from 3 massive  boulders leaning against each other, grinding mortars, and of course many  petroglyphs. What we did not find was the icon for this site: the large Sunman, a humanoid with a small head, large eyes and a rectangular spiral for a body.  I would gladly revisit to find him.
	NOTE:  The case could be made that the art at the McGee Canyon and China Draw sites are less abundant and perhaps lacks the craftsmanship, artistry and imagination that is so apparent at both Pony Hills and Frying Pan Canyon, but their proximity makes it easy to visit all four with two different hikes.  China Draw can be seen by extending a visit to Pony Hills (or vice versa) perhaps just a little more than a mile, and very short loop hike could allow one to visit both Frying Pan and McGee Canyon.
	Additional photos from this site can be found in the photo galleries of ancientpeoples.org.

